Segment 2: Racing to a BOLDER Faith – RAMPing Up Our Capability
Thanks for the opportunity to be with you today, and welcome
to Segment 2 of “Racing to a BOLDER Faith” entitled
RAMPing Up Our Capability. Our central verse of course for
this series is: Heb 12:1b…let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us (NASU)
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As you may recall, in Segment 1
*I suggested that The Lord’s Prayer might be more of a
“spiritual warfare” prayer than we might think, and I asked this
class to consider doing an experiment with me during this
course –
*that of praying the Lord’s prayer at least once per day, and
then share anything that’s seems spiritually unusual.
*Thank you for any consideration that you’ve been able to
give to this. Once again, my email address is:
*eric@kingdomtopics.org
Before we pray the Lord’s Prayer together this morning, let’s
take a quick look at why I believe Jesus taught us to pray this
prayer with the bread of tomorrow – the bread of healing,
deliverance, and restoration – Kingdom bread, in mind.
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• A spiritual warfare prayer
• Pray “The Lord’s Prayer” at least

once per day, then share anything
that seems spiritually unusual.
• Thank you for any consideration
you’ve been able to give to this.
• eric@kingdomtopics.org
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• Matt 6:11 “epiosa”, Luke 11:3

“epiousios” (both translated as ”daily”).

• Hapax legomenon – a word used only
once.

• Knowing that this prayer was going to

be a template for thousands of years...

• Why wouldn’t Jesus use the most
common words possible?

As we mentioned in session 1, a very curious aspect was
Jesus’ use of an unusual single-use Greek word in the very
same spot in both versions of the prayer!
*In Matt 6:11 “epiosa”, and in Luke 11:3 “epiousios” - both
different words, but both have been translated as the word
”daily” since the fourth century. For those among us who
appreciate technical accuracy,
*each of these words are called a hapax legomenon – or
simply “hapax” - which in our case means a word that is used
only once in the New Testament. So why is this so curious?
Well, let’s think about it for a minute.
*Knowing that this prayer was going to be a template for all
the prayers offered by God’s people for thousands of years,
*why wouldn’t Jesus use the most common words
possible? Why on earth would He ever want to use two rare
words of rather ambiguous meaning in the very same spot of
the prayer? Well, I would suggest that He may have wanted
to encourage us to dig deeper for a truth that God intended
for us to know.
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• Luke 11:2-13
• Parable a bit puzzling – if Jesus was

talking about sustenance, it seems to be
encouraging us to persistently ask God
for our food.
• Conflicts with Matt 6:31-32, Luke 12:22
• Jesus seems to be teaching us to ask
the Father for a different kind of bread...
• The bread of tomorrow!

This truth may be found in the rather odd parable that Jesus
shared immediately following the second teaching of the
Lord’s Prayer
*in Luke 11:3-13. Let’s take a quick look at it.
Luke 11:2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: "'Father,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each
day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into
temptation.'" 5 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you
has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says,
'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of
mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set
before him.' 7 "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother
me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me
in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell you,
though he will not get up and give him the bread because he
is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up
and give him as much as he needs. 9 "So I say to you: Ask
and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the
door will be opened. 11 "Which of you fathers, if your son
asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks
for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though
you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!" NIV
*This parable has traditionally been puzzling, because if
Jesus was really talking about daily bread, or simple
sustenance here, He seems to be encouraging us to bang on
God’s door persistently to ask for our food. But then, as we
know,
*This conflicts with Jesus’ teachings for us to have a
confident faith in our Father for our provision, right? Matt
6:31-32 “So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them.” NIV. (also Luke 12:22).
*So, how do we make sense of this? Well, I would suggest
that in the Lord’s Prayer Jesus is teaching us to ask the
Father for a different kind of bread - a type of bread that we
DO have to boldly and persistently request from the Father
each day *the bread of tomorrow, the bread of the coming kingdom,
the bread of healing and deliverance that we can share with
our friends.
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• We have to persistently ask for the “bread
of tomorrow”!

• 3 loaves (Rescue, Reconcile, Restore?)
• Interesting to note that the request is to
“borrow” the bread – effectively from
“tomorrow’s bread”
• Occurring at midnight – at a late hour –
End Times?
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• To see if we can receive more ”bread of
tomorrow” if we have this kind of bread
in our minds as we are praying.
• The Lord’s Prayer is a ”group” prayer
(our, us, we, etc).
• This might help to empower us in our
spiritual warfare.
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• Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power,
and the Glory forever. Amen.

Like the nation of Israel that had to persistently go out and
collect the manna – the bread with miraculous properties that
came from heaven - each day in the desert,
*we have to persistently ask for the bread of tomorrow!
*It’s interesting that 3 loaves of bread are being requested in
the parable - perhaps representing the three-fold ministry of
Jesus - and of all of us – to Rescue, Reconcile, Restore.
*It is also interesting to note that the request is to “borrow” the
bread – effectively from “tomorrow’s bread”, and that the
pounding on the door in the parable is
*occurring at midnight – at a late hour – as if to say that we
should be persistently knocking on God’s door for this
kingdom bread especially as we approach the End Times.
Does this make sense?
So then, this possible “bread” is part of the reason why I have
asked you to experiment with me, to
*see if we can receive more “bread of tomorrow” if we have
this kind of bread in our minds as we are praying the Lord’s
Prayer.
*After all, the Lord’s Prayer is a group prayer (our, us, we,
etc), and I am hopeful that
*together this might help us to empower us in our spiritual
warfare.

So, then, in whatever way you feel comfortable, let’s say the
Lord’s Prayer together as we start our class this morning.
*Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power,
and the Glory forever. Amen.
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•
•
•
•
•

Story (the Big Picture)
Contract (legal aspects)
Objectives
Utensils (tools)
Training
www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc
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•
•
•
•

Rewards
Ability (Authority)
Mission
Performance (Power)

Now, let’s have a quick review of Segment 1. As you may
recall, we were just SCOUTing the Challenge of our race to a
bolder faith - making use of the acronym SCOUT in the
following ways:
*Story – the Big Picture - that included the scope, the
participants, the objectives, the conditions, and the obstacles
in our race – particularly noting that we need to develop a
“spiritual warfare worldview” because we discovered that this
view, in one way or another, is the basic worldview of all
biblical authors, both in the Old Testament and the New.
*Contract – we scouted some of the legal aspects of the race
including God’s Law, and we encouraged ourselves to “think
legally” – being especially aware of our spiritual agreements.
Then, we took a quick look at our
*Objectives – primarily including our desire to hear Jesus say
“Well done thou good and faithful servant” someday, but also
reminding ourselves that God graciously offers additional
rewards to help us through earthly challenges. Next, we
scouted some
*Utensils or Tools to help us in our spiritual quest, and finally
we did some scouting of some
*Training exercises and techniques in our race to a bolder
faith.
*By the way, for complete slides and speaker notes of
Segment 1, see www/kingdomtopics.org/cccc for a PDF
download.
For today, and also for next week, we will be covering
Segment 2 entitled “R.A.M.P.ing Up Our Capability” .
In particular, we will be Ramping up our understanding of our:
*Rewards, our
*Ability – specifically focusing on our spiritual Authority, our
*Mission, and our
*Performance, which particularly focuses on our Power in the
Holy Spirit.
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• Help us stay motivated.
• Help us get through challenging
moments.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

God is a rewarder!
Abraham’s reward
Jesus’ teachings
Paul’s teachings
Jesus’ last words
Ramping up on rewards

• Heb 11:6 says: …without faith it is

impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly seek
him. NIV
• We must believe that God is a
rewarder!

So let’s first consider our first topic – Rewards. Briefly stated,
*rewards help us stay motivated, and they
*help us get through challenging moments. You know, during
the long winter training season for the April Boston Marathon,
I have to tell you that it can be very hard to get motivated to
go out and run the long miles each week to prepare for the
26.2 mile race. It is usually cold, dark, slippery, and wet – and
it often includes snowy slush on the road. Cars typically can’t
help but splash road grime all over you when they go by, and
at times the wind is so cold that it can freeze the water in your
water bottle. During those times, the reward that I’d be
thinking about while I was running was being able to stand in
the hot shower for 15 minutes as soon as I got home! There’s
no question that it took a variety of rewards each week to
keep me motivated!
Similarly, in our race to a bolder faith, thinking about our
reward can be helpful, and we spoke about this briefly during
Segment 1 when we were Scouting the Challenge. God
knows that we are motivated by rewards -– after all He
created us! So, let’s look more carefully at what the Bible
says about it:
*1. God is a rewarder!
*2. Abraham’s reward
*3. Jesus’ teachings
*4. Paul’s teachings
*5. Jesus’ last words
*6. Ramping up on rewards

As we mentioned in Segment 1, God is a rewarder.
*The writer of Hebrews says that says: …without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him (Heb 11:6 NIV). Clearly,
*we must believe that God is a rewarder!
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• Gen 12:1-3 NIV The Lord had said to

Abram, "Leave your country, your people
and your father's household and go to the
land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into
a great nation and I will bless you; I will
make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through
you."
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Abraham’s reward for obeying God was an amazing promise
of blessing! Later, Abraham’s blessing was even more
overwhelmingly affirmed when the Lord came to Abram in a
vision saying:
*Gen15:1b NIV "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your very great reward." NIV.
*By the way, this is the first time that the word “reward” is
used in the Bible.
Well, OK, but wasn’t Abraham in the Old Covenant – a
covenant that was more focused on “works and rewards”?

• Abraham’s reward for obeying

God was an amazing promise of
blessing!
• Gen 15:1b "Do not be afraid,
Abram. I am your shield, your very
great reward.
• The first time that the word
“reward” is used in the Bible.
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Well, OK. Then, let’s look at Jesus’ teachings.
*Matt 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you. NIV Well, maybe this
mention of a reward is a just a one-time thing. Let’s look a bit
further…

• Matt 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when

people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me. 12 Rejoice and
be glad, because great is your
reward in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you. NIV
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• Matt. 5:46: If you love those who love
you, what reward will you get?

So, let’s start by looking at Abraham’s reward for his
obedience.
*Gen 12:1-3 NIV The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your
country, your people and your father's household and go to
the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will
be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will
be blessed through you."

Here’s another one.
*Matt 5:46: If you love those who love you, what reward will
you get?
Well, let’s keep looking…

Page 6
©2021 Eric Nelson KingdomTopics.org

Segment 2: Racing to a BOLDER Faith – RAMPing Up Our Capability
Slide
17

• Matt 6:1-4 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of

righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If
you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven. 2 "So when you give to the needy, do not
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by
men. I tell you the truth, they have received their
reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you.
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• Jesus had just chosen His 12 Apostles
prior to this Sermon on the Mount.

• One of the first topics that He teaches

them in earnest was about their
reward? Saying the word 9 times?
• BTW – tax collector Matthew recorded
more occurrences of Jesus talking
about rewards than any other gospel
writer - 13 total .
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• Matt 6:20-21 “But store up for

yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in
and steal. 21 For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also. NIV

Oh wow. Here’s 3 more mentions!
*Matt 6:1-4 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness'
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 "So when you give to
the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their
reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you. And Jesus talks even
more about rewards in this sermon.
And believe it or not, there’s another 4 mentions of rewards in
the next few verses!
OK. So, what’s up with this?
*Jesus had just chosen His 12 Apostles prior to this Sermon
on the Mount,
*and one of the first topics that He teaches them earnest
was about their reward – saying the word 9 times? Well,
apparently works and rewards may not be just an Old
Testament thing!
*By the way, it is interesting to note that Matthew – the tax
collector - recorded more occurrences of Jesus talking about
rewards than any other gospel writer - 13 total. Perhaps his
financial background had something to do with it !
Then, after all this talk about rewards, Jesus tells them where
they should store these treasures:
*Matt 6:20-21 But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also. Well, it is pretty clear that
Jesus is bullish on rewards! What does Paul say about it?
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Paul seems to talk about it too –
*and he links the concept of biblical “inheritance” with
“reward”.
*Col 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart,
as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.
NIV

• He links the concept of biblical
“inheritance” with “reward”.

• Colossians 3:23-24 NIV “Whatever

you do, work at it with all your heart,
as working for the Lord, not for men,
24 since you know that you will
receive an inheritance from the Lord
as a reward.”
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• 1 Cor 3:12-15 NIV If any man builds on

this foundation [God’s building] using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,
13 his work will be shown for what it is,
because the Day will bring it to light. It will
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test
the quality of each man's work. 14 If what
he has built survives, he will receive his
reward. 15 If it is burned up, he will suffer
loss; he himself will be saved, but only as
one escaping through the flames.
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• Our reward is based in some

measure on the “quality” of our
works.
• Quality will be revealed by fire.
• “Fire” typically speaks of God’s
truth, holiness, and judgment.
• This “fire of truth” will determine the
reward we will ultimately have.
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• Even the last words of Jesus

recorded in the Bible are about
rewards!
• Rev 22:12 "Behold, I am coming
soon! My reward is with me, and I
will give to everyone according to
what he has done. NIV.

In Corinthians, Paul provides more detailed insight on works
and their rewards.
*1 Cor 3:12-15 If any man builds on this foundation [speaking
about God’s building] using gold, silver, costly stones, wood,
hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because
the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and
the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If what he
has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is
burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but
only as one escaping through the flames. NIV
In sum, Paul indicates that
*our reward is based in some measure on the “quality” of our
works, and that
*the quality of our works will be revealed by fire.
*“Fire” typically speaks of God’s truth, holiness, and
judgment, and it looks like
*this “fire of truth” will determine the reward we will ultimately
have.

Finally, as we mentioned back in Segment 1,
*even the last words of Jesus recorded in the Bible are about
rewards!
*Rev 22:12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with
me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has
done. NIV.
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• We should be highly motivated to

serve God out of our love and
gratitude for being rescued from Satan
and our sins.
• Thinking of our reward to help
motivate us as we serve God is very
biblical.
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• Talking about “rewards” can

sometimes make us feel
uncomfortable – knowing how much
God has given us… and how
unworthy we are.
• A second reason for our inattention
to this topic may be more subtle.

God

Man
empowered
works

Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross to atone for our sins,
and the righteousness that He imparts to us, our relationship
to God is restored by Grace through our faith in Christ – not
by our works – but by grace alone. Our sins have been
atoned for, and God only sees the righteousness of Christ
when He looks at us. In this model, I refer to this as the
“vertical dimension” of our faith.
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God
Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Faith

Man
(Sin)

Well, that’s an excellent question – and I’m glad you brought
it up! First of all,
*talking about “rewards” can sometimes make us feel
uncomfortable - knowing how much God has given us
through His gift of salvation, and how terribly unworthy we
are.
*A second reason for our inattention to this topic may be
more subtle. To help us understand this, let’s take a look at a
visual model of our faith.

I am sure that most of us are very familiar with the model
showing man’s separation from God due to sin, and man’s
inability to do anything about this condition through manempowered works (if you’ve ever seen a 4 spiritual laws
booklet, you know what I mean). As Isaiah 64:6 tells us, our
best human works are as filthy rags with respect to salvation!
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Man
(Sin)

Obviously,
*we should be highly motivated to serve God out of our love
and gratitude for being rescued from Satan and our sins.
*But just as clearly, thinking of our reward to help motivate us
as we serve God through the long, cold, and challenging
struggle on this earth is very biblical. So, why don’t we talk
more about rewards?

Man
empowered
works
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What is a bit less common to see in a model like this is how
our eternal reward fits into the picture. Here, in the “horizontal
dimension” of our faith, we can visualize ourselves as sinners
saved by Grace, obediently following Christ, with the Holy
Spirit empowering our works as we “run the race” to our
eternal reward. Obviously this reward still involves generous
amounts of God’s Grace, but the Bible makes it clear that our
reward involves effort on our part.
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Faith

Man
(Sin)

Man
empowered
works

Just to make sure this is clear, in this model I have used the
vertical dimension to reflect our salvation that is by God’s
Grace alone
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Grace
Faith

Man
(Sin)
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Works

Eph. 2:10 “For we are God's
workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.”

Faith

After having been saved by God’s Grace, the horizontal
dimension reflects our Holy-Spirit-empowered works that will
result in an eternal reward. As we know,
*Paul said in Eph 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.” NIV

Man
(Sin)
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Grace Evangelism

Faith

Man
(Sin)

Works –
Discipleship
Training

So, what’s the second and more subtle reason that we don’t
talk much about rewards? Well, I suspect that it’s mostly
because when we are telling people about the good news of
salvation
*this good news is all about God’s Grace – not our works and because we don’t want anyone to be confused about this
matter, we typically only cover the vertical part of the
diagram!
*The horizontal dimension of works and rewards belongs to
*what we might call discipleship training, but unfortunately,
since we seem to have fewer and fewer opportunities in the
church schedule to focus specifically on discipleship training,
the teaching about rewards can sometimes be overlooked.
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• Is this really a concern?
• I believe the answer is “yes”.
• Even mature believers can sometimes
think that works are not really
important to our faith.
• May be one of the reasons why 80%
of the work of the church is done by
only 20% of the congregation.
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Does the Bible offer us any concerns when we talk about
rewards? Yes, but probably not for the reason that we might
think. Jesus is concerned that we might accidently lose our
reward. Recall what we read a bit earlier
*in Matthew 6:1 when Jesus says: “Be careful not to do your
'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you
do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.”

• Matt 6:1 NIV "Be careful not to do

your 'acts of righteousness' before
men, to be seen by them. If you do,
you will have no reward from your
Father in heaven.”
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In conclusion, then,
*understanding our reward is an important part of
discipleship, and after we are biblically trained about this
topic,
*it is a good idea to keep our conversations with the Lord
about our “reward” confidential as we race to a bolder faith
!

• Understanding our reward is an
important part of discipleship!

• It is a good idea to keep our

conversations with the Lord about
our “reward” confidential .
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• Lutzer, Erwin W., Your Eternal

Reward: Triumph and Tears at the
Judgment Seat of Christ. Chicago, IL:
Moody Press, 1998.

• Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer is an evangelical

Christian pastor, teacher and author. He
was the senior pastor of The Moody
Church, in Chicago, Illinois from 1980 to
2016.

Well, OK, we might say, even if we overlook “rewards”
teaching,
*is this really a concern?
*I believe the answer to be “yes”. When we regularly hear
evangelistic sermons emphasizing that salvation that has
nothing to do with our works (which is obviously correct),
*even mature believers can sometimes think that works are
not really important to our faith. This misunderstanding
*may be one of the reasons why pastors often tell me that
80% of the work of the church is done by only 20% of the
congregation. Perhaps more teaching about rewards could
help that equation.

If you are interested, here’s an excellent book on the topic of
Rewards by Dr. Erwin Lutzer entitled: Your Eternal Reward:
Triumph and Tears at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
*Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer is an evangelical Christian pastor,
teacher and author. He was the senior pastor of The Moody
Church, in Chicago, Illinois from 1980 to 2016.
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• Rewards
• Ability

• Speed
• Distance
• Etc.

• Need to ramp-up our weakest
spiritual ability.

• For most of us this probably

involves ramping up our
understanding of our spiritual
Authority against the forces of
darkness.
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1. Authority in Jesus
2. Role Authority

Now that we’ve talked about rewards, let’s Ramp up our
understanding *in another important area of training – our
Ability.

In preparing to run a marathon, we need to take an honest
look at our speed, distance, etc. so that we can ramp up our
training efforts to improve our weakest Ability. For example,
if we are not long-distance runners, increasing our running
distance is the first order of business if we ever hope to run
26.2 miles.

Similarly, in our race to a bolder faith,
*we also need to Ramp Up our weakest spiritual ability, and I
would suggest that
*for most of us this probably involves ramping up our
understanding of our spiritual authority against the forces of
darkness.

As such, there are two spheres of spiritual authority that we
will be seeking to better understand. These spheres can at
times overlap, but for the moment, we will look at them
separately.
*The first sphere is our Authority in Jesus,
*and the second is our God-given Role Authority.
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

With respect to our spiritual authority in Jesus, we will be
looking at the following points to ramp up our understanding:
*a. An Illustration to help us realize why this authority is
important in our race to a bolder faith.
*b. A Biblical Example of this authority in action
*c. Jesus’ giving of His Authority to the 12 and the 70
*d. Jesus’ Authority given to ALL His followers
*e. The biblical importance of “Authority” Stewardship, and
then finally
*f. Part 2 of our Illustration that applies specifically to spiritual
warfare.

An Illustration
A Biblical Example
Authority to the 12 and the 70
Authority given to all followers
“Authority” stewardship
Illustration - Part 2

• Imagine that a trucker needs to back into a
driveway on a busy street. He notices a
pedestrian on the sidewalk and asks the
person to step out into the street and stop
the traffic.
• Now, alternatively, let’s imagine that the
trucker asks a nearby policeman with
uniform, badge, and gun to step out into
the same busy street and stop the traffic.
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• Which person, the pedestrian or the

policeman, might be moving out into the
street more boldly to stop traffic? Why?
• Most of us would probably say “the
policeman”…
• …because he actually has the authority to
stop traffic, and because he is aware of,
and confident in, his authority”.
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• Being aware of and confident in our

authority to act in the Name of Jesus is
extremely important in our race to a
bolder faith.

OK. Let’s start our illustration by
*imagining that a trucker needs to back into a driveway on a
busy street.
*He notices a pedestrian on the sidewalk and asks the
person to step out into the street and stop the traffic for him.
OK?
*Now, alternatively, let’s imagine that the trucker sees a
policeman with uniform, badge, and gun nearby
*and the truck driver asks him if he will step out into the busy
street and stop the traffic. Two scenarios, OK?
Which person, the pedestrian or the policeman, would you
think might move out into the street more boldly to stop the
traffic? And why?
*Well, most of us would probably say
*“the policeman”…
*because he actually has the authority to stop traffic, and
because he is aware of and confident in his authority”. Right?

Similarly, being aware of and confident in our authority to
act in the Name of Jesus is extremely important in our race
to a bolder faith. Let’s take a look at a biblical example of this
in action.
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• Acts 3:1-7 NIV (read)
• 6 Then Peter said, "Silver or

gold I do not have, but what I
have I give you. In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
walk." 7 Taking him by the
right hand, he helped him up,
and instantly the man's feet
and ankles became strong.
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• Peter said “what I have…
I give you”.

• There was no uncertainty
in Peter about this!

• He was aware of, and

confident in, his authority
to act on behalf of Jesus.
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• Luke 9:1-2 NIV When Jesus

had called the Twelve together,
he gave them power and
authority to drive out all demons
and to cure diseases, 2 and he
sent them out to preach the
kingdom of God and to heal the
sick.
• Also see Matt 10:1 & Mark 6:7
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• Luke 10:17b-19b "Lord, even the

demons submit to us in your
name." 18 He replied, “I saw
Satan fall like lightening from
heaven. 19 I have given you
authority to trample on snakes
and scorpions and to overcome all
the power of the enemy…”
• Do we have this kind of authority?

Please turn to Acts 3:1-7 and we will read this together. One
day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time
of prayer — at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man crippled
from birth was being carried to the temple gate called
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those
going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John
about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked
straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 5
So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get
something from them.
*6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I
have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
walk." 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and
instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. NIV
Notice once again that
*Peter said “what I HAVE … I give you”.
*There was no uncertainty in Peter about this!
*He was aware of, and confident in, his authority to act on
behalf of Jesus! Where did Peter get the idea of having such
authority?

Well, as we all know, Jesus gave this authority to the 12
disciples when He commissioned them to go out and preach
without Him.
*Luke 9:1-2 says “When Jesus had called the Twelve
together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all
demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to
preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” NIV
*For the parallel verse of this event, also see Matt 10:1 &
Mark 6:7.

Sometime later (Luke 10:1-20) the Lord appointed seventy
others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town
and place where he was about to go. When they returned,
they said,
*Luke 10:17b-19b "Lord, even the demons submit to us in
your name." 18 He replied, I saw Satan fall like lightening
from heaven.19 I have given you authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the
enemy;…” Well, OK we might say, obviously the disciples
were given authority –
*but what about us, do we have this kind of authority?

Page 14
©2021 Eric Nelson KingdomTopics.org

Segment 2: Racing to a BOLDER Faith – RAMPing Up Our Capability
Slide
48

Well, as you may recall, at the Last Supper Jesus answered
that question with an astounding statement about His many
generations of followers.
*He said in John 14:12 NIV “I tell you the truth, anyone who
has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do
even greater things than these, because I am going to the
Father.”

• John 14:12 NIV “I tell you

the truth, anyone who has
faith in me will do what I
have been doing. He will
do even greater things than
these, because I am going
to the Father.”
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heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I commanded you…” (Matt 28:1820a NASU)
• “teaching them to observe all”

And then, before His Ascension, Jesus affirmed this authority
on succeeding generations
*when He said “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that
I commanded you…” NASU. Note that
*Jesus said “teaching THEM (meaning us - later generations
of Christians) to observe ALL that I commanded you” (that
means ALL things Jesus taught the disciples – including their
spiritual authority) – with no exceptions.

• If Jesus ever intended that later

If Jesus ever intended that later generations of Christians
were NOT to be taught the same spiritual authority (or
anything else) that the original disciples were taught, it is
hard to imagine a better time for Jesus to make this clear
than right here!

• “All authority has been given to Me in

generations of Christians were not to
be taught the very same spiritual
authority that the original disciples
were taught, it is hard to imagine a
better time for Jesus to make this
clear!
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• Luke 19:11-27 and Matt 25:14-21
• The focus of these parables is not so
much on the money involved.

• The focus is on the “authority to act on

behalf of the Master” given to the
servants - and what they did with it.
• The servants who faithfully used their
master’s authority were given even more
authority as a reward.

OK. So clearly we have the spiritual authority to minister as
Jesus did, but what happens if we don’t use this great
authority? Well, Jesus tells us what happens, and it isn’t
pretty! Recall the two very similar parables at the end of
Jesus’ ministry
*one called the Parable of the Minas in Luke 19:11-27, and
the other, the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-21.
We don’t have time to go into these stories in detail,
*but recall that the focus of these parables is not so much on
the money involved or about our personal “talents” (a biblical
“talent” of course was an amount of either gold or silver),
*rather the focus is on the “authority to act on behalf of the
Master” that was given to the servants and what they did
with it.
*The servants who faithfully used their master’s authority
were given even more authority as a reward.
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• Matt 25:20-21 “The man who had

received the five talents brought the
other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you
entrusted me with five talents. See, I
have gained five more.' 21 "His master
replied, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a
few things; I will put you in charge of
many things.”
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• What happened to the servant who was
afraid - and buried his “authority”?

• He was stiffly rebuked and stripped of all
the privileges that he had!

• Have we been using our authority in
Christ faithfully?

• Or… have we been so afraid of doing

something wrong that we have buried
our authority like the lazy servant?
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• For a person to be successful at

stopping traffic, it is also essential that
the car drivers know they have the
authority to stop traffic!
• The car drivers know this when they see
a person confidently acting like a
policeman and dressed in a uniform with
a gun!
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• We have to let our spiritual enemies

know that we know that we have
authority over them in Jesus’ Name.
• We do this by daily putting on our
spiritual armor and using our spiritual
weapons.
• We also need to act like the Christian
soldiers that we are - and be confident

Let’s confirm this.
*Jesus said in Matt 25:20-21 “The man who had received the
five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you
entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'
21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things.” Clearly, these parables are all about
the authority that we have received to operate in the Master’s
Name!
So, then,
*what happened to the servant who was afraid - and buried
his “authority” that the master had given him?
*He was stiffly rebuked and stripped of all the privileges that
he had! By the way, notice that Jesus still called him
“servant”. Jesus said that he was wicked, lazy, and worthless
- but still the Master’s servant. So, the question is:
*Have we as God’s servants been using our authority in
Christ faithfully?
*Or… have we been so afraid of doing something wrong
that we have buried our authority like the lazy servant? Hey,
this is a tough and sobering question, and we will revisit this
question later in our series.
Finally, returning to our illustration about stopping cars on a
busy street, we left out an important detail. Do you know what
it was?
*For a person to be successful at stopping traffic on a
dangerous street, it is also essential that THE CAR DRIVERS
KNOW they have the authority to stop traffic!
*The car drivers KNOW this when they see a person
confidently acting like a policeman and dressed in a uniform
with a gun!

Applying this principle to spiritual warfare, we have to let our
spiritual enemies know that we know that we have
authority over them in Jesus’ Name.
*We do this by daily putting on our spiritual armor and using
our spiritual weapons (the sword of the Spirit, prayer, etc.) as
we spoke about in Segment 1.
*We also need to act like the Christian soldiers that we are and be confident that what we say and do in the Name of
Jesus is having an effect on the spiritual world around us.
Does this make sense?
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1. Authority in Jesus
2. Role authority
a. Family roles
•

Husband, wife, father, mother,
grandfather, grandmother, older brother,
older sister, in-laws, etc.

b. Social leadership & mentoring roles
•
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Government, business, education,
medicine, church, etc.

• In today’s culture this is a topic
that can get us into trouble .

• Family authority is very
important to God!

• God Himself legally abides by

His delegated family authority!

• Numbers 30:1-16
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• Numbers 30:1 Moses said to

the heads of the tribes of Israel:
"This is what the Lord
commands: 2 When a man
makes a vow to the Lord or
takes an oath to obligate
himself by a pledge, he must
not break his word but must do
everything he said.

Now that we’ve ramped up on our authority in Jesus, let’s
turn to the second sphere of authority that we should
consider in our race to a bolder faith –
*our role authority. Obviously each one of us has authority in
a variety of roles, and we should consider that our ability to
conduct spiritual warfare on behalf of others is related to that
authority. In this section we will be looking to ramp up on two
role categories:
*a. family roles, such as the role of
*husband, wife, father, mother, father-in-law, mother-in-law,
grandfather, grandmother, in-laws, etc.,
*and b. social leadership and mentoring roles such as
*government, business, education, medicine, church, etc. As
we acknowledged back in Segment 1, God is a God of law,
and He has created the legal system around us which
includes the spiritual authority that is inherent in these Godgiven roles.
Let’s first take a look at Family Roles – and as we all know,
*in today’s culture this is a topic that can get us into trouble
.
*Fact is, Family authority is very important to God, and there
are a lot of Bible verses that we can find to prove that point.
What is perhaps less-well known, however - and actually
stunning to think about - is that
*God Himself legally abides by His delegated family authority!
Let’s take a look at a rather obscure passage in the Old
Testament
*to get some insight on this - Numbers 30:1-16.
Starting in verse 1 of Numbers 30 we read: Moses said to the
heads of the tribes of Israel: "This is what the Lord
commands: 2 When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes
an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his
word but must do everything he said.” This part is obviously
not too surprising – and, of course, good for us to be
reminded of!
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• 3 "When a young woman still living in her father's
house makes a vow to the Lord or obligates
herself by a pledge 4 and her father hears about
her vow or pledge but says nothing to her, then
all her vows and every pledge by which she
obligated herself will stand. 5 But if her father
forbids her when he hears about it, none of her
vows or the pledges by which she obligated
herself will stand; the Lord will release her
because her father has forbidden her.
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Isn’t this remarkable? Hey Dad, (or head of the family) –
*Did you know that your child can make a vow to God
Himself, the very God of the Universe, but if you don’t
approve of it, God will release your child from that vow?
Clearly,
*God abides by the authority that He has delegated to the
head of the family,
*and I would suggest that the implications of this truth in the
spiritual realm are astounding!

• Isn’t this remarkable?
• Did you know that your child can make a

vow to God Himself, the very God of the
Universe, but if you don’t approve of it,
God will release your child from that vow?
• God abides by the authority that He has
delegated to the head of the family!
• The implications of this are astounding.
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Moving on to verse 3: "When a young woman still living in her
father's house makes a vow to the Lord or obligates herself
by a pledge 4 and her father hears about her vow or pledge
but says nothing to her, then all her vows and every pledge
by which she obligated herself will stand. 5 But if her father
forbids her when he hears about it, none of her vows or the
pledges by which she obligated herself will stand; the Lord
will release her because her father has forbidden her. This
passage goes on to talk about wives and husbands, but in
the interest of time, we’ll leave the rest of this chapter to your
personal reading.

So, if God abides by family role authority…
*Does it not stand to reason that all of the spiritual beings that
God has created would have to respect this family role
authority as well?

• If God abides by family role
authority…

• Does it not stand to reason that

all of the spiritual beings that God
has created would have to
respect this family role authority
as well?
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• If this is true…
• Perhaps we should look at family roles

differently than our culture does and
consider that this authority may be a
very important family protection strategy
for us to employ in the spiritual war
going on around us!

Colossians 3
Ephesians 5
1 Peter 3
Titus 2

If this is true…and there are other passages of scripture that
lend support to this notion
*such as Col 3, Eph 5, 1Pe 3, and Titus 2, …then
*perhaps we should look at family roles differently than our
culture does and consider that this authority may be a very
important family protection strategy for us to employ in the
spiritual war going on around us!
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• This is not to suggest that the head of

the house is “better than anyone else”
as far as God is concerned.
• The ground is level at the foot of the
cross.
• Gal 3:27 NIV There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female,
for [we] are all one in Christ Jesus.
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• On the spiritual battlefield, the
head of the house is…

• The priest of the family
• Standing guard at the spiritual
door of the household

• Applying the Passover blood of
Christ all around the door, and

• Protecting the family from the

This is not to suggest, of course, that the head of the house is
“better than anyone else” as far as God is concerned.
*The ground is level at the foot of the cross, and
*Gal 3:28 NIV makes it clear that “there is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for [we] are all one in
Christ Jesus.” NIV

However,
*on the spiritual battlefield of earth, the Bible makes it equally
clear that the head of the house is
*to be the priest of the family,
*standing guard at the spiritual door of the household,
*applying the Passover blood of Christ all around the doors,
*and protecting the family from the attack of the destroyer!

attack of the destroyer!
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• What happens if the head of the

house neglects this God-given duty?

• Satan has access to the family!
• Even secular science has noticed a

strong correlation between lawbreaking parents and law-breaking
children, wife-beating fathers and
wife-beating sons, addicted parents
and addicted children, etc., etc.
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• Isn’t this correlation due to
genetics to some extent?

• Not as much about D.N.A. as
it is about an open D.O.O.R.

• No one is guarding the family
door against the evil one!

So, then,
*What happens if the head of the house neglects this Godgiven duty?
*Unfortunately, Satan has access to the family – in whatever
ways the head of the house permits!
*Even secular science has noticed a strong correlation
between law-breaking parents and law-breaking children,
wife-beating fathers and wife-beating sons, addicted parents
and addicted children, etc., etc.

But, isn’t this correlation due to genetics to some extent?
Perhaps, but I would suggest that such evil in the home
*is not as much about D.N.A.
*as it is about an open D.O.O.R.
*No one is guarding the family door against the evil one! We
will talk about this topic more a bit later in the course.
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In this last section under Authority, let’s briefly look at
*part b – Social leadership and mentoring roles. There is
much that can be said about
*social leadership and our ability to conduct spiritual warfare
on behalf of others through this authority, but since we will be
talking a bit more about this in Segment 4, we will only cover
one role and its potential application here – Mentor authority.
which may sometimes also be referred to as priestly
authority.

1. Authority in Jesus
2. Role authority
a. Familial roles
•

Husband, wife, father, mother,
grandfather, grandmother, older brother,
older sister, in-laws, etc.

b. Social leadership & mentoring roles
•
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Government, business, education,
medicine, church, etc.

Perhaps one of the most puzzling questions for the average
Christian may be
*how best to intercede in prayer on behalf of those who are
outside of the faith? We of course pray that they will come to
know Jesus as Lord and Savior, and naturally we ask for God
to work in their lives to bring healing or whatever may be
needed, but beyond this, we may not be real sure what to do
– especially if nothing seems to be changing.
*Recalling once again that we should “think legally”, I would
suggest that
*one of the ways we might consider praying for them is
through the use of Mentor Authority. Although we won’t take
a look at this now, I believe one example of that can be found
*in Job 42:7-10 when Job prayed for his friends after they
willingly followed God’s instructions.

• How best to intercede in

prayer on behalf of those who
are outside of the faith?
• Think legally!
• One of the ways we might
consider praying is through
Mentor Authority.
• Job 42:7-10
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• By asking if you can pray for them, and by

receiving their permission –you can be coming
before God’s throne as a Mentor.
• Our prayers for our friends are likely to be
more effective in the spiritual realm.
• Jesus told us to be persistent in prayer – and
this isn’t because the Father cannot hear us!
• It takes a lot of persistent, bold-faith-filled legal
pressure to get the forces of darkness to back
off!
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• Understanding our spiritual authority
and “thinking legally” are key
abilities that we need to ramp up to
a bolder faith.
• When seen through the lens of
spiritual warfare, some difficult
cultural issues may be more
insightfully understood.

By asking someone if you can pray for them, and by receiving
their permission – which often sounds something like “Sure, I
need all the prayer I can get” - you can be coming before
God’s throne as a Mentor on their behalf. When we invoke
this Mentor authority over the forces of darkness,
*our prayers for our friends are likely to be more effective in
the spiritual realm. Will we see a change right away? Perhaps
not, after all, *Jesus told us to be persistent in prayer – and
this isn’t because God cannot hear us! Rather, I would
suggest that
*it takes a lot of persistent, bold-faith-filled legal prayer
pressure to get the forces of darkness to back off!
So at the end of this Authority section, we offer another
racing tip:
*Understanding our spiritual authority and “thinking legally”
are key abilities that we need to ramp up to a bolder faith. A
second insight of this section might be offered as well:
*When seen through the lens of spiritual warfare, some
difficult cultural issues may be more insightfully understood.
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• Kraft, Charles H., I Give You

Authority: Practicing the Authority
Jesus Gave Us. Grand Rapids, MI:
Chosen Books, 1997. 2012.
Revised Edition.

• Rev. Dr. Charles H. Kraft is an American

anthropologist, linguist, evangelical
Christian speaker, and Professor Emeritus
of Anthropology and Intercultural
Communication at Fuller Theological
Seminary in CA.
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Another excellent book on the topic was written by John A.
MacMillan back in 1932 entitled The Authority of the Believer.
*MacMillan served as a missionary to China and the
Philippines for 7 years. After returning to America, he
taught at Nyack College in Nyack, NY.
*I have a free PDF version on the CCCC webpage under
the Segment 2 Resources if you’d like to download it.
www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

• MacMillan, John A., The Authority of

the Believer. (PDF-1932 publication)
• John A. MacMillan served as a missionary
to China and the Philippines for 7 years.
After returning to America he taught at
Nyack College in Nyack, NY.
www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc
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If you are interested, here’s a resource I would recommend
on the topic of authority - a book by Charles H. Kraft entitled,
I Give You Authority: Practicing the Authority Jesus Gave Us.
Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1997. 2012.
Revised Edition.
*Rev. Dr. Charles H. Kraft is an American anthropologist,
linguist, evangelical Christian speaker, and Professor
Emeritus of Anthropology and Intercultural Communication at
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California.

Now, let’s move along to the “M” part of our acronym,
*and Ramp up our understanding of our Mission.
• Reward
• Ability (Authority)
• Mission

• How we intend to meet the objective
• For example: Determining stations at

mileage intervals for nourishment, hydration,
dry clothing, etc.

When we were scouting the challenge of running a marathon
back in Segment 1 we spoke about our Objective.
In this Mission section, we deepen our understanding of our
objective and expand the details of
*how we intend to meet the objective.
*For example: determining pit-crew stations at specific
mileage intervals for nourishment, hydration, dry clothing, etc.

Page 21
©2021 Eric Nelson KingdomTopics.org

Segment 2: Racing to a BOLDER Faith – RAMPing Up Our Capability
Slide
75

With respect to our race to a bolder faith, as you may recall
back in Segment 1 we said that our objective was to hear
Jesus say “Well done thou good and faithful servant”. To do
that, let’s ramp up on some of the Holy Spirit empowered
works that we should be engaging in to meet our objective.

• How we intend to meet the objective
hearing Jesus say “Well done thou
good and faithful servant”
• Holy Spirit Empowered works

Returning to the model that we shared earlier, we’ll focus on
the horizontal dimension of Holy Spirit empowered works.
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God
Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Holy Spirit empowered works
Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Works

Faith

Man
(Sin)

To begin, let’s first consider what the Bible amazingly calls
these Holy Spirit empowered works*our wedding garments! Let’s take a look at Rev. 19:7-8
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God
Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

Holy Spirit empowered works
Reward
(Merit &
Grace)
Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Faith

Man
(Sin)
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• Rev 19:7-8 "Let us rejoice and be

glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and
His bride has made herself ready." 8
It was given to her to clothe herself in
fine linen, bright and clean; for the
fine linen is the righteous acts of the
saints. NASU
• The bride makes herself ready!

Rev 19:7-8 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to
Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride
has made herself ready." 8 It was given to her to clothe
herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints. NASU Especially note
that just like earthly weddings,
*it is the bride who makes herself ready! To get ready for our
wedding to Jesus, we must be working right now on making
our bright and clean linen wedding dress! It is not really
meant to be funny, but Derek Prince has often expressed his
concern that we may not have enough garment “material” to
even make a bikini!
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If we were wondering if these good works were required, here
are two verses we could refer to:
*Matt 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven. KJV, and a verse we looked at earlier
*Eph 2:10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do. NIV

• Matt 5:16 Let your light so shine

before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven. KJV
• Eph 2:10 For we are God's
workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.
NIV
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• It depends!
• If someone thinks that their salvation
depends upon their works, then “yes!”
• If someone thinks that their reward
depends upon works, then “no!”
• All evangelicals agree they are saved
by Grace – few legalists here!
• There’s a lot of confusion in the church
today on this topic!
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Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
d. Demolish strongholds – 2 Cor 10:4

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Faith

Man
(Sin)

But someone might be asking, “Aren’t works legalistic?”, and
the answer is:
*“it depends!” The dictionary defines legalism in the
theological sense as being a doctrine that salvation is gained
through good works.
*So, if someone thinks that their salvation depends upon
their works, then yes, this thinking is legalistic. However,
*if someone thinks that their reward depends upon works,
then no – this thinking is not legalistic! In my experience
anyway,
*All evangelicals agree they are saved by Grace – so there
are very few legalists here in this part of the body of Christ as
far as I can see. But there are a lot of folks throwing the word
“legalism” around incorrectly, and as a result,
*there’s a lot of confusion in the church today on this topic!
Ok, so hopefully we are all in agreement that the Bible says
that works are important. There are, of course, many Holy
Spirit empowered works that we could look at, but in this
section we will mention just four and include at least one
reference verse for each one:
*a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19
*b. Live Holy – James 1:27
*c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
*d. Demolish Strongholds – 2 Cor. 10:14
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• Acts 26:17b-18 … I am

sending you to them 18 to
open their eyes and turn them
from darkness to light, and
from the power (authority) of
Satan to God, so that they
may receive forgiveness of
sins and a place among those
who are sanctified by faith in
me.' NIV
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• Evangelism is spiritual warfare.
• Spiritual warfare is evangelism!

Slide
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27

As we have mentioned the Great Commission passage
earlier, and we are all familiar with it, we won’t look at it
again. Rather we will look at another passage that particularly
highlights what’s going on spiritually when we make disciples.
Recall when Paul was commissioned by Christ on the road to
Damascus and what Paul said when he later recounted this
event in
*Acts 26:17b-18 Jesus said: … I am sending you to them 18
to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power (authority) of Satan to God, so that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among
those who are sanctified by faith in me.' NIV. Note that in this
commissioning, the work of making disciples is firmly placed
in the context of spiritual warfare – of turning people (both
Jews and Gentiles) from the authority of Satan to the
authority of God. Sometimes when we witness to people we
need to remind ourselves that a spiritual battle is going on
behind the scenes.
We need to constantly remind ourselves that a spiritual battle
is going on behind the scenes around us, and well
understand that
*Evangelism is spiritual warfare, and that
*Spiritual warfare is evangelism!

OK. So now let’s take a quick look at another Holy Spirit
empowered work:
*b. Live Holy – James 1:27

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Faith

Man
(Sin)
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• James 1:27 Religion that God our Father accepts

as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself
from being polluted by the world. NIV
• Heb. 12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with
all men and to be holy; without holiness no one
will see the Lord. NIV
• 1 Thess. 4:7 For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness. KJV
• Lev 19:2 'Be holy because I, the Lord your God,
am holy. NIV

The third Holy Spirit empowered work that we will mention
here is
*to Produce Fruit – John 15:16

Slide
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16

Here are a few well known verses that encourage us to live
holy.
*James 1:27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the
world. NIV
*Heb. 12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men
and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.
NIV
*1 Thess. 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness,
but unto holiness. KJV, and an important verse in the Old
Testament,
*Lev 19:2b “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.”
NIV
Holiness is important but unfortunately we don’t talk about it
too much anymore. I would humbly suggest that this has to
change – at least for those who are serious about having a
bolder faith!

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Faith

Man
(Sin)
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• John 15:8 “This is to my Father's

glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my
disciples.” NIV
• John 15:16 “You did not choose me,
but I chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit — fruit that will last.”
• Jesus used the word “fruit” 8 times in
His final words of teaching.

As I’m sure we all know, Jesus spoke a great deal about
“fruit” throughout His ministry, and He strongly emphasized
its importance in the Upper Room before He went to the
cross.
*In John 15:8 Jesus said to the disciples: “This is to my
Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.” NIV.
*John 15:16 Jesus also said “You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit — fruit
that will last.” NIV
Perhaps we could call John chapter 15 the “fruit chapter”
*as here Jesus used the word “fruit” a whopping 8 times in
His final words of teaching.
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•
•
•

•

Gospel verses listed in order of occurrence in Jesus’ ministry
based on “Harmony of the Gospels” (A.T. Robertson, et al.)
1. Pg33 - Luke 1:42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said,
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb.
2. Pg43 - Matt 3:8-10 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 10 And now also the axe
is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. KJV
2. Pg43 - Luke 3:8-9 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of
repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 9 And now also the axe
is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. KJV

To help us Ramp up on the importance of producing fruit, I
have done a gospel word study on the Greek word “fruit”
(Strong’s number NT-2590) and it is available for download
from the kingdomtopics.org website if you’d like to do so. Let
me explain how it has been assembled. All verses from
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John with the Greek word for fruit
in it (NT2590) in it
*have been listed in the order of occurrence in Jesus’ ministry
based on the “Harmony of the Gospels” by A.T. Robertson, et
al.
*If you are unfamiliar with the “Harmony” I would greatly
encourage you to pick one up. It is the best book that I’ve
ever owned - and as my wife will tell you, I have a lot of
books! As I’m sure you know, “context” is very important for
us to properly interpret scripture, but what is amazing is that
we often overlook the combined context of all the gospels! By
harmonizing the four gospel accounts of Jesus’ 3 year
ministry in the order in which each event occurred, we have
even greater context to understand Jesus’ teachings and at
what point they occurred. Largely following the “orderly
account” of Luke, the Harmony aligns parallel accounts in the
other gospels as accurately as possible in the time line,
providing deeper insight into each ministry event. There are
so many discoveries to make in this gospel Harmony that
they would take a year to preach – and many of the
discoveries relate to spiritual warfare. I wish I had more time
to show you, but someday, Lord willing, I’m going to share
with someone what I have discovered through this amazing
Harmony of the Gospels!
*Getting back to how the “fruit” word study is laid out, notice
the green number on the left, in this case, a 1 – meaning the
first occurrence of the word fruit along with the page number
where it is found in the Harmony,
*and then the actual gospel reference.
*Note in this second occurrence of the word fruit there are
two parallel accounts of this teaching – Matt 3:8-10 and Luke
3:8-9.
And so on. So, please check it out! I guarantee that this word
study will help us to develop the broadest possible
understanding of what Jesus meant when He said that we
should bear much fruit.
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• Matt 21:43 "Therefore I tell you that

the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people
who will produce its fruit. NIV
• If God’s Chosen people were set
aside because they did not produce
fruit, what do you think might happen
to us Gentiles if we are equally
fruitless?
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
d. Demolish strongholds – 2 Cor 10:4

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Using the authority and weapons that
we have in Christ to enforce Christ’s
victory on the cross!

Faith

But even if you don’t get to the word study, don’t stop asking
God what kind of fruit He wants us to produce!
*In Matt. 21:43, Jesus said to the Chief Priests:
*"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people who will produce its
fruit.” NIV.
*If God’s Chosen people were set aside because they did not
produce fruit, what do you think might happen to us Gentiles
if we are equally fruitless? A sobering question!
The last of the Holy Spirit empowered works we’ll be looking
at in this section is
*to “Demolish Strongholds”. What does this mean? Well, I
would suggest that
*it means using the authority and weapons that we have in
Christ to enforce Christ’s victory on the cross!

Man
(Sin)
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• Jesus said that the church was to be

about the business of attacking the
gates of hell to rescue those held in
demonic bondage. (Matt 16:18).
• 2 Cor. 10:4 that “The weapons we
fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds.
NIV
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92

• Eph. 6:10-12 Finally, be strong in the Lord

and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on
the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. ESV

As we mentioned in Segment 1,
*Jesus said that the church was to be about the business of
attacking the gates of hell to rescue those held in demonic
bondage. (Matt 16:18). And Paul elaborates on the church’s
spiritual attack by writing
*in 2 Cor 10:4 that “The weapons we fight with are not the
weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine
power to demolish strongholds. NIV

As we all know, in Ephesians Paul expands our
understanding of the spiritual warfare surrounding us by
writing:
*Eph. 6:10-12 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places. ESV
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In conclusion, there are many other Holy Spirit empowered
works that we could talk about here, but this gives us a
representative sample. Now, let’s talk about what I would
suggest is the key insight of our Mission.
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
d. Demolish strongholds – 2 Cor 10:4

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Faith

Man
(Sin)

As you recall, we first looked at the vertical part of this model
*as it is the part that we talk about the most – God’s gracious
offer of salvation. As we know, Jesus said in John 3 that no
one could enter or even see the Kingdom without being born
again or “saved”.
*So, let’s label this very important dimension as the “Gospel”
of Salvation.
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
d. Demolish strongholds – 2 Cor 10:4

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8
“Gospel”
of
Salvation

Faith

Man
(Sin)
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Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
d. Demolish strongholds – 2 Cor 10:4

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

“Gospel”
of the
Kingdom

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Faith

However, curiously, Jesus never actually spoke of the
“Gospel of Salvation” per se. Rather, Jesus always talked
about the Gospel of the Kingdom and so, I would suggest
to you that
*the “gospel” that Jesus was talking about includes both the
“vertical” and the “horizontal” dimensions of this model
– not just the vertical Salvation experience alone.

Man
(Sin)
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• An Introduction to the Old Testament

Template: Rediscovering God’s Principles
for Discipling Nations:
• “He [Jesus] never referred to the gospel of
salvation. He taught the gospel of the
kingdom, which includes salvation and the
truth about every dimension of life. Yet more
than 150 years of mission work has been
dominated by this concept of “being saved”
as the singular goal.”

As a bit of support for this perspective, Landa Cope, who has
been involved with missions in YWAM (Youth With A Mission)
for many years says the following in her book
*entitled An Introduction to the Old Testament Template:
Rediscovering God’s Principles for Discipling Nations:
She writes: “There is nothing wrong with the salvation part of
the gospel message we preach today. But we evangelicals
talk about the salvation message as though the initial
experience of salvation (i.e. conversion, being born again) is
the only message. Jesus preached that the only way to enter
the kingdom of heaven was through him, but he constantly
put salvation in the context of the broader message of the
kingdom of heaven.
*He [Jesus] never referred to the gospel of salvation. He
taught the gospel of the kingdom, which includes salvation
and the truth about every dimension of life. Yet more than
150 years of mission work has been dominated by this
concept of “being saved” as the singular goal.”
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God

Holy Spirit empowered works
a. Make disciples – Matt 28:19

Salvation
(Grace)
Jesus

b. Live Holy - James 1:27
c. Produce Fruit – John 15:16
d. Demolish strongholds – 2 Cor 10:4

Reward
(Merit &
Grace)

“Gospel”
of the
Kingdom

Wedding garments - Rev 19:8

Matt 28:19 Therefore
go and make disciples
of all nations… NIV

Faith

Man
(Sin)
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• Matt 7:12 “So in everything, do to others

what you would have them do to you, for this
sums up the Law and the Prophets”
• Matt 7:1 "Do not judge, or you too will be
judged.”
• Mark 11:25 “And when you stand praying, if
you hold anything against anyone, forgive
him, so that your Father in heaven may
forgive you your sins.“
• Luke 11:4 Forgive us our sins, for we also
forgive everyone who sins against us. NIV

But let me hasten to say that there’s also another component
to the Gospel of the Kingdom – a legal dimension - that I
have not quite figured out how to draw into the model - but it
is essential to mention here. Jesus is Lord of All - regardless
of whether nations recognize that or not, and
*In Matthew 28:19 Jesus tasked us with discipling nations.
You know, we always read the Great Commission passage
as if it was a command to just disciple individuals, but
actually, Jesus tells us to disciple “nations”. As such, I
would humbly suggest that we can’t really disciple nations
without being involved at least to some degree in earthly
government. At the very least, in our country we must vote for
those who will uphold God’s laws or at least support the
Judeo-Christian ethic of our country’s founders – as best as
we can tell. As we all know, understanding this truth is critical
right now because satan is working overtime to keep
Christians from being involved in government – often by
whispering in their ears that they won’t win anyone to Christ
by sounding politically “extreme”. This is deception of the
worst kind. God draws people to Himself through the work of
the Holy Spirit - it doesn’t depend on our salesmanship! As
we know, God can even transmit His message through a
donkey!
Before we finish this section, let’s identify the overarching
“Mission Principle” in our race to a bolder faith. So, then, what
is the governing rule in the Kingdom of God?
*Matt 7:12 “So in everything, do to others what you would
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the
Prophets” NIV.
*As we all know, we call this “the Golden Rule”, and it is truly
amazing how often Jesus refers to this rule in His teachings.
Some of His applications of this rule are rather surprising –
especially that our response to this rule between human
beings also appears to directly affect God’s behavior towards
us!
*Recall Jesus saying Matt 7:1 "Do not judge, or you too will
be judged.” NIV and
*Mark 11:25 “And when you stand praying, if you hold
anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in
heaven may forgive you your sins”. Even the Lord’s Prayer
asks God to forgive us based upon our compliance with the
Golden Rule:
*Luke 11:4 “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone
who sins against us.” NIV. We’ll talk more about the
implications of this Mission Principle in Segment 3.
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It is truly amazing how many different views of the Kingdom
of God (or Heaven) are held in the church today – even just
among evangelicals. I mean, what could be more essential
than understanding the Kingdom – right? A lot of ink has also
been spilled on this subject throughout church history. The
good news for you – and for me - is that we won’t be getting
into all of it .
That being said, I can’t pass up the opportunity to share an
excellent resource with you on the Kingdom of God *a book by George Eldon Ladd entitled:The Gospel of the
Kingdom: Scriptural Studies in the Kingdom of God.
Mansfield Center, CT: Martino Publishing, 2011.
*Dr. Ladd was a Baptist minister and professor of New
Testament exegesis and theology at Fuller Theological
Seminary (died 1982).

• Ladd, George Eldon, The Gospel

of the Kingdom: Scriptural Studies
in the Kingdom of God. Mansfield
Center, CT: Martino Publishing,
2011.

• Dr. Ladd was a Baptist minister and

professor of New Testament exegesis
and theology at Fuller Theological
Seminary (died 1982).
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Now, let’s move along to the final letter of our acronym,
*and Ramp up our understanding of our Performance!
•
•
•
•

Rewards
Ability (Authority)
Mission
Performance (Power)

• Identify weakest performance area.
• Identify and address any hindrances to
our improvement.
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1. Identify our weakest spiritual area.
2. Look for possible hindrances to our
spiritual improvement.

In preparing to run a marathon, we obviously need to strive
for the continual improvement of our performance as we train
for the race. To do that, we need to
*identify our weakest performance area, and then
*identify and address any hindrances to our improvement in
that performance area.

Similarly, in our race to a bolder faith,
*we first need to identify our weakest spiritual area,
*and then look for possible hindrances to our spiritual
improvement.
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Charles Kraft, one of my favorite authors (if you haven’t
already noticed) says in his book
*Christianity With Power: Your Worldview and Your
Experience of the Supernatural. (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock
Publishers, 1989).
*“…spiritual power is the birthright of all Christians. Why are
we evangelicals not appropriating this part of our inheritance?
Ministering in spiritual power was integral to Jesus’
ministry…” (Pg 8). In light of this statement, and the
unfortunate lack of power that I myself have experienced in
churches across the country, I would suggest the our
weakest spiritual category
*is our experience of the Power of the Holy Spirit.

• Kraft, Charles H., Christianity With
Power: Your Worldview and Your
Experience of the Supernatural.

Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock Pub, 1989.

• “Spiritual power is the birthright of all

Christians. Why are we evangelicals not
appropriating this part of our inheritance?
Ministering in spiritual power was integral
to Jesus’ ministry”

• Power of the Holy Spirit!

Slide
104

Honestly, when was the last time that you saw a
demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power? Paul said
*in 1 Cor 2:4-5 “My message and my preaching were not with
wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit's power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on men's
wisdom, but on God's power.” NIV
*Paul went on to say in 1 Cor 4:20 For the kingdom of God is
not a matter of talk but of power.

• 1 Cor 2:4-5 My message and my

preaching were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit's power,
5 so that your faith might not rest on
men's wisdom, but on God's power.
• 1 Cor. 4:20 For the kingdom of God
is not a matter of talk but of power.
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Paul also said this.
*2 Tim 3:1-5 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the
last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God—
*5 having a form of godliness but denying its power
(NT1411). Have nothing to do with them.” NIV

• 2 Tim 3:1-5 But mark this: There will
be terrible times in the last days. 2
People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boastful, proud,
abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy…
• 5 having a form of godliness but
denying its power (NT1411). Have
nothing to do with them. NIV
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• Cessationism – “ceasing” of gifts
• The lack of power in the contemporary

church is probably due more to what we
are doing - or not doing - than it is to any
lack of willingness on the part of the
Holy Spirit!
• We need to humbly and seriously ask
God for more of His power - and ask
Him what the hindrances are!

Although we don’t have the time
*to discuss the theory of cessationism – or the “ceasing of
some spiritual gifts - briefly mentioned in Segment 1,
*I will simply suggest that the lack of power in the
contemporary church is probably due more to what WE are
doing - or not doing - than it is to any lack of willingness on
the part of the Holy Spirit!
*In my opinion, we need to humbly and seriously ask God for
more of His power - and ask Him what the possible
hindrances are!
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•
•
•
•

Our speculation about what the hindrances may be should be
entered into cautiously, but possibly we could be
*a. resisting the Holy Spirit, or worse,
*b. offending the Holy Spirit. Perhaps it is because we are
*c. not living Holy Lives, or even if we are living holy
individually,
*d. perhaps we are being hindered corporately because of
our lack of church discipline and our willingness to tolerate
unrepentant sin. It’s not clear, but we do know that something
like this has happened before – in Israel, and in the early
church.

a. Resisting the Holy Spirit
b. Offending the Holy Spirit
c. Not living Holy Lives
d. Lack of Discipline

As Stephen was being stoned, he said in
*Acts 7:51-52a "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised
hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always
resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your
fathers did not persecute?”
*Are we in some way resisting the Holy Spirit like Israel did?

• Acts 7:51-52a "You stiff-necked

people, with uncircumcised hearts
and ears! You are just like your
fathers: You always resist the Holy
Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet
your fathers did not persecute?
• Are we resisting the Holy Spirit like
Israel did?
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• Matthew 12:31-32 “…I tell you, every sin

and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not
be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a
word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven, but anyone who speaks against
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either
in this age or in the age to come.” NIV
• Is it possible that in some way we are
offending the Holy Spirit?
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• Origen (AD 185-284) was the first

to write about a noticeable decline
in the spiritual power of the church,
and he cited the reason to be a lack
of holiness and purity among the
Christians of his day.
• Novatian (AD210-280) did as well,
indicating that moral decline was a
trend among Christians at the time.

And after the Pharisees attributed the works of Jesus to
Satan rather than to the Holy Spirit, Jesus said in
*Matthew 12:31-32 …I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will
be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not
be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son
of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age
to come.” NIV
Is it possible that in some way we are offending the Holy
Spirit by not recognizing His work? Even if not, we must be
very, very careful not to have a critical spirit. As we all know,
God often works in ways that are quite different than we
expect!
With respect to the possibility that our lack of power is due to
us not Living Holy Lives, it is interesting to note some of the
observations of the early Church Fathers. For example:
*Origen (AD 185-284) was the first to write about a noticeable
decline in the spiritual power of the church, and he cited the
reason to be a lack of holiness and purity among the
Christians of his day.
*Novatian (AD210-280) did as well, indicating that moral
decline was a trend among Christians at the time.
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Thankfully, however,
*later church history suggests that power returns when and
where there is a renewed focus on repentance. Another
interesting observation about holiness was made by Derek
Prince in the last century.
*He said, “Where Christians are not excitedly anticipating
Christ’s return, the level of holiness in that church is below
that demanded by the NT. The early Christians needed this
motivation. We need it just as much…”
(from the CD series And Then The End Shall Come - Ignore
It At Your Peril, Trk 1, 18:18 CD4297).

• Later church history suggests that

power returns when and where there
is a renewed focus on repentance.

• “Where Christians are not excitedly

anticipating Christ’s return, the level of
holiness in that church is below that
demanded by the NT. The early
Christians needed this motivation. We
need it just as much…” (Derek Prince: And
Then The End Shall Come - Ignore It At Your
Peril, Trk 1, 18:18 CD4297)
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Finally, the power of the Holy Spirit may be hindered in a
corporate way for some reason. You know,
*the history of Israel clearly illustrates a startling pattern of
corporate responsibility for “sin in the camp”. We need only to
read the story of Achan in Joshua 7 or the story of Eli and his
sinful sons in 1 Samuel 2 and 3 to see this. In particular,
*note 1 Sam 3:1b “In those days the word of the Lord was
rare; there were not many visions.” NIV Eli did nothing
about his sinful sons, and in doing nothing he in effect “legally
agreed” with this sin – remember what we’ve been saying
about thinking legally! - and Eli’s “agreement” with sin
evidently made the manifest power of God “rare”.
This is not a pleasant thought, but if as the body of Christ we
do not take a strong stand against sin – at least with respect
to those claiming to be Christians – it is possible that the Holy
Spirit may not be able to corporately empower our ministry to
the extent that God wants to empower it.
Hey, this is a big deal today, and without going into too much
detail due to a lack of time, I think you know what I am talking
about! The Bible clearly tells us to love the sinner, and hate
the sin. But, wow – how do we do that?

• The history of Israel clearly illustrates a

startling pattern of corporate
responsibility for “sin in the camp”.
• 1 Sam 3:1b “In those days the word of
the Lord was rare; there were not many
visions.” NIV
• Eli’s “agreement” with sin evidently
made the manifest power of God “rare”.
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• If we do not take a strong stand against sin

– at least with respect to those claiming to
be Christians - it is possible that the Holy
Spirit may not be able to corporately
empower our local church.
• 1 Cor. 5:12-13 “What business is it of mine
to judge those outside the church? Are you
not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge
those outside. "Expel the wicked man from
among you." NIV.

1 Cor 5:5
1 Tim 1:20

This may not be a pleasant thought, but
*if as the body of Christ we do not take a strong stand against
sin – at least with respect to those claiming to be
Christians – it is possible that the Holy Spirit may not be able
to corporately empower our local church ministry! The Bible
tells us to be merciful, to love the sinner and hate the sin, but
when a Christian is unrepentant,
*Paul says in 1 Cor. 5:12-13 “What business is it of mine to
judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those
inside? 13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked
man from among you." NIV. And as we all know, on 2
occasions Paul even felt it necessary to “hand over”
unrepentant Christians to Satan
*(1 Cor. 5:5, 1 Tim 1:20) to be disciplined for their own
eternal good! Tough stuff, and hard to understand, but
apparently that’s also a part of having a bold faith.
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• Church discipline is one of the

toughest tasks that God requires of us
- but there are huge corporate spiritual
consequences when we don’t do it.
• Biblical church discipline is not
“legalism”.
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• Deere, Jack S., Surprised by the
Power of the Spirit: Discovering
How God Speaks and Heals
Today. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1993.

• Dr. Jack Deere was an associate

professor of Old Testament at Dallas
Seminary.
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•
•
•
•

Rewards
Ability (Authority)
Mission
Performance (Power)
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Segment 3 of 5
Heb 12:1b …let us
run with endurance
the race that is set
before us

To conclude this section on corporate hindrances to the
Power of the Spirit, we offer another racing tip.
*Church discipline is one of the toughest tasks that God
requires of us – especially in our current culture of
permissiveness - but there are huge corporate spiritual
consequences when we don’t do it! And let’s not allow this
God-directed responsibility to be misunderstood – either by
leadership or by those in the pew,
*biblical church discipline is not “legalism”!
For a more encouraging note for us to end on, let me
recommend an excellent book on the power of the Holy Spirit
by the same author we mentioned in Segment 1 –
*Dr. Jack Deere, and it is entitled, Surprised by the Power of
the Spirit: Discovering How God Speaks and Heals Today.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993.
*Jack Deere, as you may remember, was an associate
professor of Old Testament at Dallas Seminary.

Well that’s it for Segment 2 entitled “R.A.M.P.ing Up Our
Capability” for our race to a bolder faith, helping us to Ramp
up our understanding of our:
Rewards, our
Ability – specifically focusing on our spiritual Authority, our
Mission, and our
Performance – specifically focusing on our Power in the Holy
Spirit.

For the next 2 weeks we will be looking at Segment 3 entitled
“Laying A.S.I.D.E. Every Weight” where we will explore how
to remove personal encumbrances and defeat Satan’s
strategies against us.
Let’s pray to close.
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