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Heb 12:1b …let us
run with endurance 
the race that is set 
before us

 

Once again, thanks for the opportunity to be with you, and 
welcome to the second part of Segment 4 of “Racing to a 
BOLDER Faith” entitled “Running a Good R.A.C.E Together”.  
In this Segment we are exploring some ways to help us work 
together as a team within the body of Christ to put all of the 
pieces of our bolder faith together. 
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• Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory forever.  Amen.

 

So then, let’s pray the Lord’s Prayer together as we start our 
class this morning.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory forever.  Amen. 
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• Recover
• Agree
• Cleanse
• Ekklesia (church)

 

As you may recall, in this segment we have been using the 
acronym R.A.C.E. to provide us an outline for Running a Good 
Race Together, and these letters represent:  
*Recover 
*Agree 
*Cleanse 
*Ekklesia – the Greek word for “church”. 
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1. Recover Our Priestly Role
• Freely distribute the “bread of tomorrow”, 

the blood of Christ, and God’s Blessing
2. Recover Jesus’ 3-Fold Work

• Rescue, Reconcile, Restore

 

Last week we explored the first word in this acronym - Recover 
- and I suggested that we: 
*Recover our priestly role as Melchizedek priests and freely 
distribute the “bread of tomorrow”, the blood of Christ, and 
God’s blessing to whoever will receive it. Secondly, I 
suggested that we 
*Recover Jesus’ 3-Fold Work - the 3 R’s – Rescue, Reconcile, 
Restore, by corporately ministering Holy Spirit-directed 
deliverance, spiritual healing, and physical healing to those 
about us. 
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• Recover
• Agree

 

Next, we spoke about 
*the letter “A” in our acronym which stands for the word 
“Agree”, and though “agreement” and “unity” is unfortunately 
the exact opposite of what we find existing in the church today, 
we reflected on some of the elements necessary for corporate 
unity to occur in the future. 
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• Jesus prayed in His High Priestly 
Prayer in John 17 that we, His 
disciples, would be “one”.

• We need to earnestly pray for a 
great outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

• Perhaps we might consider starting 
the process this time around by 
first agreeing on the enemy - and 
expelling him from the church.

 

Specifically, we mentioned that at some point the “true” body 
of Christ will agree because 
*Jesus prayed in His High Priestly Prayer in John chapter 17 
that we, His disciples, would be “one” – and God the Father 
will not let any prayers of His Son fall to the ground. I 
suggested that for such unity to take place  
*we need to earnestly pray for a great outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. I also suggested that in light of the many years of 
“largely unfruitful” efforts by the church toward Christian unity,  
*perhaps we might consider starting the process this time 
around by first agreeing on the enemy - and expelling him from 
the church. 
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• Recover
• Agree
• Cleanse

 

This brings us to the letter “C” in our acronym RACE, so let’s 
begin Part 2 of this Segment by focusing on the verb 
*Cleanse 
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1. Corporate repentance
2. Cleanness and Uncleanness

 

In previous Segments of our Racing to a Bolder Faith series 
we’ve spoken briefly about the importance of holiness and our 
corporate responsibility for church discipline. We, of course, 
could talk about what the Bible means by the word “cleanse” 
for many hours, but for the purposes of this class, we will 
share some less-frequently mentioned aspects of 
*1. Corporate repentance, and biblical  
2. Cleanness and Uncleanness. 
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• Neh 9:1-2 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
same month, the Israelites gathered 
together, fasting and wearing sackcloth and 
having dust on their heads. 2 Those of 
Israelite descent had separated themselves 
from all foreigners. They stood in their places 
and confessed their sins and the wickedness 
of their fathers. NIV

• The corporate repentance of the people of 
God moves the hand of God!

 

With respect to corporate repentance, let’s turn to an important 
passage in the book of Nehemiah. 
*Neh 9:1-2 On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the 
Israelites gathered together, fasting and wearing sackcloth and 
having dust on their heads. 2 Those of Israelite descent had 
separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood in their 
places and confessed their sins and the wickedness of their 
fathers. NIV Notice that this fasting and physical abasement of 
the people of God was done as a group. And that’s not 
surprising, right? Without making a list of the Bible verses, we 
all know that over and over again that  
*the corporate repentance of the people of God moves the 
hand of God, right? 
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• Neh 9:2 Those of Israelite descent had 
separated themselves from all foreigners. 
They stood in their places and confessed 
their sins and the wickedness of their 
fathers. NIV

• The act of repenting for the wickedness of 
our forefathers is a biblical one.

• Not for the benefit of the dead – rather, for 
the benefit of the living!

 

Notice also that the Israelites confessed the wickedness of 
their fathers. As you may recall we spoke about this briefly in 
Segment 3 when we talked about Intergenerational 
hindrances.  
*Obviously the act of repenting for the wickedness of our 
forefathers is a biblical one – but please notice that this 
repentance  
*is not for the benefit of the dead, rather for the benefit of the 
living! 
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• If we earnestly want an awakening to 
come to our nation - and to the world as 
a whole – the church should consider 
repenting corporately and publicly.

• Would most Evangelicals agree with 
this? I suspect so... 

• But… would we also be in agreement 
over exactly what we should be 
repenting of?

 

The obvious implication of this passage in Nehemiah, as well 
as other Bible passages we could mention, is  
*that if we earnestly want an awakening to come to our nation 
- and to the world as a whole – the church should consider 
repenting corporately and publicly. 
*Would most Evangelicals agree with this? I suspect so – at 
least in theory -   
*But the real question is, would we also be in agreement 
over exactly what we should be repenting of? I’m not so 
sure of the answer to this question. 
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• Luke 1:76-77a “And you, my child, will be 
called a prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him, to give his people the 
knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins…NIV”

• The Greek word “salvation” (NT4991 
soteria) also means “rescue” or “deliver” 
from an enemy.

• Same word is used 3 times in Luke 1:68-79

 

Speaking of public repentance, did you ever wonder why 
Jesus, God Himself, needed John the Baptist to spiritually 
prepare the way for Him? Isn’t that curious? When John was 
born, as you recall, his father Zechariah prophesied: 
*Luke 1:76-77a And you, my child, will be called a prophet of 
the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare 
the way for him, 77 to give his people the knowledge of 
salvation through the forgiveness of their sins…NIV.   
By the way, please permit me a brief detour here before we 
speak more about repentance. I believe it’s significant that 
*the Greek word “salvation” (NT4991 soteria) in this passage 
also means “rescue” or “deliver” from an enemy.  
*This same Greek word is used 3 times in this prophecy of 
Zechariah in Luke 1:68-79. We won’t take a look at the entire 
passage right now, but I hope at some point you will read it 
and try substituting the word “rescue” or “deliverance” as you 
read each occurrence of the word “salvation”. 
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• Luke 1:76-77a “And you, my child, will be 
called a prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him, to give his people the 
knowledge of [rescue from enemies]
through the forgiveness of their 
sins…NIV”

• Suggests a spiritual warfare paradigm 
behind this prophecy that isn’t as easy to 
notice when reading the word “salvation”.

 

As just one quick example, in the verse we’ve been looking at 
this would read: 
*Luke 1:76-77a “And you, my child, will be called a prophet of 
the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him, to give his people the knowledge of [rescue from 
enemies] through the forgiveness of their sins…NIV” This 
Greek reading, along with all the other references to “rescue 
from the hand of enemies” in the text,  
*suggests a spiritual warfare paradigm behind this 
prophecy that isn’t as easy to notice when reading the English 
word “salvation”. 
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• Note in particular the Rescue/Reconcile 
sequence in Luke 1:74.

• Luke 1:72-75 …to show mercy to our 
fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74 to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us [via 
reconciliation] to serve him without fear 75 
in holiness and righteousness before him all 
our days. NIV

 

By the way, Zechariah’s song – or “Benedictus” for those 
classical folks among us - is one my favorite Bible passages 
because it concisely articulates Jesus’ work of our Rescue 
from our spiritual enemies and our Reconciliation with the 
Father.  
*Note in particular the Rescue/Reconcile sequence in Luke 
1:74. 
*Luke 1:72-75 …to show mercy to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath he swore to our 
father Abraham: 74 to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us [via reconciliation] to serve him 
without fear 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all 
our days. NIV 
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• Luke 3:3-6 He (John) went into all the 
country around the Jordan, preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4 As is written in 
the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: "A voice of one calling in the 
desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.'" NIV

 

Well, apologies for the side trip here, but I couldn’t resist – this 
is such a great passage. So now, returning to the repentance 
of John the Baptist, as we know,  
*in Luke 3:3-6 we are told that He (John) went into all the 
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the 
desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths 
for him. NIV.  
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• Why did the people of God need to repent 
before the start of Jesus’ ministry – and for 
some time after that?

• Through their corporate repentance and 
public “agreement” with God, the purpose 
and power of God through Jesus could then 
be released into their midst.

 

So why might it have been necessary for Jesus to have 
“straight paths” made for him –  
*why did the people of God need to repent before the start of 
Jesus’ ministry – and for some time after that? Well, it would 
appear that  
*through their corporate repentance and public “agreement” 
with God (remember – we always need to think legally!), the 
purpose and power of God through Jesus could then be 
released into their midst. 
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• Luke 7:29 All the people, even the tax 
collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, 
acknowledged that God's way was right, 
because they had been baptized by John. 

 

Some confirmation of this idea comes later in Luke 7. After 
Jesus told the disciples of John the Baptist all of the powerful 
healings and miracles that were being done in Israel, Luke 
tells us that  
*Luke 7:29 All the people, even the tax collectors, when they 
heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that God's way was right, 
because they had been baptized by John. 
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• Luke 7:30 But the Pharisees and experts in 
the law rejected God's purpose for 
themselves, because they had not been 
baptized by John. NIV

• God’s Purpose for them was lost.
• What might a similarly dismissive view of 

corporate repentance mean today?

 

Conversely, Luke goes on to say 
*Luke 7:30 But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected 
God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been 
baptized by John. NIV. Clearly, the religious leaders 
corporately did not think that there was anything that they 
needed to repent of, and as a result,  
*God’s Purpose for them was lost. To conclude this section, 
perhaps we Evangelicals might consider asking ourselves a 
question… 
*what might a similarly dismissive view of corporate 
repentance mean today? 
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1. Corporate repentance
2. Cleanness and Uncleanness

• Upper Room foot-washing lesson
• Word studies - spiritual warfare insights

 

Now, for the next few minutes, let’s turn our attention to  
*2. Cleanness and Uncleanness, and share a few speculative 
thoughts that I hope will be of interest in your future Bible 
research. 
*First, we will consider the Upper Room foot-washing lesson, 
and then  
*we will suggest word studies on biblical cleanness and 
uncleanness that may offer us some spiritual warfare insights. 
 
 

Slide 
20 

• Rather curious exchange between 
Jesus and Peter as Jesus was about 
to wash the disciples’ feet.

• An example of how Christians should 
humbly serve one another. 

• Is the act of “serving one another” the 
primary lesson here, or does this 
event have more to do with helping 
one another to stay “clean”?

 

In the Upper Room, a rather curious exchange occurred 
between Jesus and Peter as Jesus was about to wash the 
disciples’ feet. Normally, we think about this episode  
*as an example of how Christians should humbly serve each 
other – and so it is. But there is a very important question here 
that we need to ask ourselves,  
*Is the act of “serving one another” the primary lesson here, 
or does this event have more to do with helping one another 
to stay “clean”? As you may recall, we spoke about this 
briefly in an earlier Segment. 
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• John 13:6-7 He [Jesus] came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do 
not realize now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.”

• If the primary lesson of this “foot washing” 
event was simply “to serve one another”, 
why would Peter not understand what 
Jesus was doing until some time later? 

 

Let’s take a look at the first part of the exchange. 
*John 13:6-7 He [Jesus] came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, 
"You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.“  Now, to me, this is a rather odd thing for Jesus 
to say.  
*If the primary lesson of this “foot washing” event was simply 
“to serve one another”, why would Peter not understand what 
Jesus was doing until some time later? An object lesson of 
“serving one another” by washing the disciples’ feet is pretty 
straight forward, don’t you think? 
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• John 13:8-11 "No," said Peter, "you shall 
never wash my feet.“ Jesus answered, 
"Unless I wash you, you have no part with 
me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, 
"not just my feet but my hands and my head 
as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "A person 
who has had a bath needs only to wash his 
feet; his whole body is clean. And you are 
clean, though not every one of you."  11 For 
he knew who was going to betray him, and 
that was why he said not every one was 
clean. NIV

 

Moving on in the passage: 
*John 13:8-11 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my 
feet.“ Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part 
with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet 
but my hands and my head as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "A 
person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; 
his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not 
every one of you."  11 For he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. NIV  
As we can see, there are a number of curious aspects to this 
event with its partial or complete washing and resulting 
degrees of “cleanness” – especially with respect to Judas. By 
the way, according to Robertson‘s Harmony of the Gospels, it 
looks like Judas got his feet washed by Jesus as well before 
he left the group that night to betray Jesus. In any case, this 
focus on being “clean” suggests that the primary lesson here 
had a lot more to do with the disciples washing each other in 
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some way from sin or evil than in learning how to humble 
themselves – especially when considering that just moments 
after this foot-washing event the disciples returned to their 
ongoing argument about who was the greatest (Luke 22:24-
30). 
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• John 13:15 “I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for you.” NIV

• Was Jesus saying here that we should be 
helping one another stay spiritually clean 
from sin – or perhaps free from evil beings?

• Was He saying that we should be acting as 
priests to one another?

• John 20:23 If you forgive anyone his sins, 
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.“ NIV

 

The most curious portion of all, I would suggest, is that Jesus 
concluded this event by saying: 
*John 13:15 “I have set you an example that you should do as 
I have done for you.” NIV. - OK...  
*So…was Jesus saying here that we should in some way be 
helping one another stay spiritually clean from sin - or 
perhaps free from evil beings?  
*Was He saying that we should be acting as priests to one 
another - sprinkling the blood of Jesus to cleanse each other’s 
“feet”, if you will, from daily contact with this sinful world? Well, 
I don’t know about you, but I can’t help but be reminded of 
what Jesus said to the disciples the first time that He saw them 
after the resurrection: 
*John 20:23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.“ NIV Well, 
perhaps it is best to leave this rather curious event - and our 
speculative questions - to your personal research . 
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Before we leave this section, it is important to recognize that 
there is much that we don’t understand about the biblical topic 
of cleanness and its opposite – uncleanness. This is quite 
amazing considering the biblical importance of holiness, don’t 
you think?  
*To some degree, our contemporary theological understanding 
of these concepts is a bit like a square peg in a round hole… 
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…a square peg can fit into a round hole, of course, so long as 
the square peg from corner to corner is smaller than the 
diameter of the hole. However, as we can see, this leaves a lot 
of “round hole” left unfilled - or for our purposes here – leaves 
a lot “unexplained”. 
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Bible 
references to 
“uncleanness”

 

To apply this illustration to topic of “uncleanness”, we 
evangelicals generally tend to equate  
*the Bible references to the word “uncleanness” - represented 
here by the round hole –  
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SIN

?

?

?

?

Bible 
references to 
“uncleanness”

 

…with the concept of “sin” represented by the square peg. In 
some ways the word “sin” does seem to fit some biblical 
passages about “uncleanness”, but in other Bible texts it really 
doesn’t do a good job of explaining things – particularly in the 
Old Testament. Try reading Leviticus some time substituting 
the concept of “sin” for the word “unclean”. It just doesn’t work 
very well – symbolically or otherwise. 
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• There may be much that we can learn 
about spiritual warfare by studying these 
words more carefully in their biblical 
contexts. 

• I would covet any help that you might be 
willing to offer on this topic.

• N.T. “cleanness” and “uncleanness” word 
studies at KingdomTopics.org/CCCC page 
that are available for download.

 

Why is this important? Well, perhaps it isn’t, but based on my 
research over the years, I suspect that  
*There may be much we can learn about spiritual warfare 
by studying these words more carefully in their biblical 
contexts –– however, it is not easy. There are very few books 
available on this subject – and this appears to be another topic 
that seems wide open for a PhD thesis . In any case, 
*I would covet any help that you might be willing to offer on 
this topic, but meanwhile 
*I have placed New Testament “cleanness” and “uncleanness” 
words studies at www.KingdomTopics.org/CCCC page that 
are available for download if you are interested in pursuing this 
line of thinking. 
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• Hammond, Frank and Ida Mae. 
Pigs in the Parlor: The Practical 
Guide to Deliverance. Kirkwood, 
MO: Impact Christian Books, 1973, 
2010.

• Frank Hammond (1921-2005) was a Baptist 
minister, held an A.B. degree from Baylor 
University and a B.D degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Frank and Ida Mae (1925-1997) were engaged 
in pastoral ministry for over thirty years.

 

By the way, a small, classic book on spiritual warfare and 
deliverance from “unclean spirits” is one by 
*Frank and Ida Mae Hammond. Pigs in the Parlor: The 
Practical Guide to Deliverance. Kirkwood, MO: Impact 
Christian Books, 1973, 2010. 
*Frank Hammond (1921-2005) was a Baptist minister, held an 
A.B. degree from Baylor University and a B.D degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Frank and Ida 
Mae (1925-1997) were engaged in pastoral ministry for over 
thirty years. 
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• Recover
• Agree
• Cleanse
• Ekklesia (Greek for “church”)

 

Moving along now to our final letter in our R.A.C.E. acronym - 
the letter “E” stands for 
*Ekklesia – the Greek word in the New Testament for the 
church of Jesus Christ. Why do I use this Greek word rather 
than just the English word “church”? Well, first of all it works 
well for the R.A.C.E. acronym . More importantly, however, it 
can help us to think a bit more broadly about what Jesus may 
have wanted us to be and to do here on earth as His church. 
As I have been greatly blessed over the past 15 years by the 
insights of Pastor Dutch Sheets’, I thought that you might 
appreciate hearing some of his thoughts about the Ekklesia of 
Jesus. 
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• Dutch Sheets is an internationally known 
conference speaker, pastor and author. He 
is fervent in empowering believers for 
passionate prayer and world-changing 
revival. Dutch is the senior pastor of 
Freedom Church in Colorado Springs, CO.

• The content I will be reading was taken 
from his Give Him 15 Podcast 04-13-21.

• The PPT slides have been created by me 
and are my interpretation of his content.

 

Dutch Sheets is an internationally known conference speaker, 
pastor and author. He is fervent in empowering believers for 
passionate prayer and world-changing revival. Dutch is the 
senior pastor of Freedom Church in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 
*Please note that the content I will be reading was taken from 
his daily Give Him 15 Podcast dated 04-13-21. An excellent 
podcast that I highly recommend. 
*Please also be aware that the Powerpoint slides have been 
created by me and are my interpretation of his content. 
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• Matt 16:18-20 "I also say to you that you 
are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My church; and the gates of Hades will 
not overpower it.  19 "I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatever you bind on earth shall have 
been bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall have been loosed in 
heaven."  NASU

 

Quoting Dutch Sheets: “The church is mentioned for the first 
time in  
*Matthew 16:18-19: “I also say to you that you are Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades 
will not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” NASU.  When Jesus used the word 
“church” (Greek: Ekklesia), the disciples weren’t hindered by 
our contemporary ideas as to what it meant. Their paradigm of 
an Ekklesia differed greatly from what it has become. 
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• A worship service.
• A building used by Christians.
• A local congregation of Christians.
• A “called out” group of people.
• “Called out” - still falls far short of 

communicating what an Ekklesia was 
when Christ made His stunning 
announcement.  

 

To us today it is: 
A worship service 
A building used by Christians 
A local congregation of Christians 
For those who tend toward its literal meaning, it would be: 
*A “called out” group of people. The last concept is the most 
accurate, according to a strict translation, 
*”called out,” but it still falls far short of communicating what an 
Ekklesia was when Christ made His stunning announcement. 
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• An Ekklesia was an assembly of 
people ”called out” of the populace to 
govern the affairs of a city or nation.

• In essence, it was a city council, 
parliament or congress. 

 

To the Greeks in Christ’s day, an Ekklesia was an assembly of 
people ”called out” of the populace to govern the affairs of a 
city or nation – in essence, it was a city council, parliament or 
congress. 
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• It was a group of people sent into a 
conquered region to rule it…

• Also to alter the culture until it became 
like Rome, realizing this was the ideal 
way to control their empire. 

• They changed government, social 
structure, language, schools, etc., until 
the people talked, thought, acted like, 
and considered themselves Romans.

 

To the Romans, it was a group of people sent into a 
conquered region to rule it, but  
*also to alter the culture until it became like Rome, realizing 
this was the ideal way to control their empire.  
*They changed government, social structure, language, 
schools, etc., until the people talked, thought, acted like, and 
considered themselves Romans. 
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• He was without question speaking of a 
body of people that would “legislate” 
spiritually for Him, extending His 
kingdom rule over the earth. 

• His statement that “the gates of Hades 
will not overpower it” makes much 
more sense when we understand this: 
these “gates” are not physical gates, 
but rather the governmental plans or 
decisions of hell.

 

When Jesus said He would build His church,  
*He was without question speaking of a body of people that 
would “legislate” spiritually for Him, extending His 
kingdom rule over the earth.  
*His statement that “the gates of Hades will not overpower it” 
makes much more sense when we understand this - these 
“gates” are not physical gates, but rather the governmental 
plans or decisions of hell. 

Slide 
37 

• Biblical gates were often where 
judges sat to rule or governing 
councils met to make decisions, and 
therefore they often symbolized 
government (for example, see 2 
Sam.19:8; Proverbs 22:22-23). 

• In Ruth 4:10-11, the Hebrew word for 
gate is actually translated as a 
“court.”

 

Biblical gates were often where judges sat to rule or 
governing councils met to make decisions, and therefore they 
often symbolized government (for example, see 2 Samuel 
19:8; Proverbs 22:22-23).  
*In Ruth 4:10-11, the Hebrew word for “gate” is actually 
translated as a “court.” 
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Slide 
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• In this first decree announcing the 
church (Matt 16:18), Jesus was saying 
He would raise up a kingdom 
government on earth, which hell’s 
government wouldn’t prevail over.

• He followed this declaration by saying 
He would give His Ekklesia “keys” 
(Matt 16:19), which symbolize authority.

 

In this first decree announcing the church, Jesus was saying 
He would raise up a kingdom government on earth, which 
hell’s government wouldn’t prevail over.  
*He followed this declaration by saying He would give His 
Ekklesia “keys” (Matthew 16:19), which symbolize authority. 
 
 

Slide 
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• Keys lock and unlock, in order to close 
or open. Christ was declaring His 
church would have keys (authority) to 
lock the gates (government) of hell and 
open the gates (government) of 
heaven.

 

Keys lock and unlock, in order to close or open. Christ was 
declaring His church would have keys (authority) to lock the 
gates (government) of hell and open the gates (government) of 
heaven. 
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• This is accomplished primarily 
through declarations and decrees 
made FOR God - not petitions made 
TO God.

• When needing from Him, we request 
and petition. 

• When dealing with the powers of 
darkness and their plans, we 
command and decree.

 

This is accomplished primarily through declarations and 
decrees made FOR God - not petitions made TO God.  
*When needing from Him, we request and petition.  
*When dealing with the powers of darkness and their 
plans, we command and decree. 
 
 

Slide 
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• Jesus told us to command His Kingdom 
(rule) to come and will to be done (Matt 
6:10). 

• The verbs “come” and “be” are in the 
imperative Greek tense, meaning a 
command. 

• Christ was saying, “Command My 
kingdom rule and will to come forth!”

 

Jesus told us to command His Kingdom (rule) to come and 
will to be done (Matthew 6:10).  
*The verbs “come” and “be” are in the imperative Greek tense, 
meaning a command.  
*Christ was saying, “Command My kingdom rule and will to 
come forth!” 
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Slide 
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• If I were satan and wanted to stop 
evangelism, the spread of biblical 
morality, or the rule of God into the 
earth, I can’t think of a better way than 
deceiving Christians regarding 
Ekklesia. 

• Keep them from understanding what it 
means to be the church. 

• Leave God without a government on 
earth. 

 

If I were satan and wanted to stop evangelism, the spread of 
biblical morality, or the rule of God into the earth, I can’t think 
of a better way than deceiving Christians regarding Ekklesia. 
My first priority would be to  
*keep them from understanding what it means to be the 
church. The end result would be to  
*leave God without a government on earth. Then, even though 
I had lost my authority there, I could still rule. 

Slide 
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• We are not to expand the Christian 
faith or God’s rule on earth by physical 
force or domination, as some religions 
do. 

• We are to “invade” our culture, 
workplace, city, nation, etc., with the 
spiritual might of God’s kingdom, 
spreading His life, love, and rule 
everywhere. 

 

Obviously, we are not to expand the Christian faith or God’s 
rule on earth by physical force or domination, as some 
religions do.  
*We are to “invade” our culture, workplace, city, nation, etc., 
with the spiritual might of God’s kingdom, spreading His 
life, love, and rule everywhere. 
 
 

Slide 
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• Jesus told us to “make disciples of all 
nations” (Matthew 28:19) and to preach 
(declare) the good news of Him “to all 
creation” (Mark 16:15). 

• The Acts church turned their world 
“upside-down” (17:6 AMP). 

• They upset status quo everywhere they 
went – and we should also. 

 

Jesus told us to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 
28:19) and to preach (declare) the good news of Him “to all 
creation” (Mark 16:15). 
*The Acts church turned their world “upside-down” (17:6 
AMP).  
*They upset status quo everywhere they went – and we 
should also. 
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• Dutch Sheets
• PO Box 4070 
• Batesburg-Leesville, SC 29070
• (803)580-2882
• ministryinfo@dutchsheets.org
• www.givehim15.com

 

Dutch Sheets ended this podcast with a wonderful prayer, and 
I’d like to share this with you as well. Let’s pray. 
“Father, Christ has recaptured Adam’s lost dominion. Now, we 
are to be enforcers of His will through the spiritual weapons 
You have given us, and through the authority of His name. We 
have the keys of His kingdom, we have authority to bind and 
loose, to forbid and allow. 
We have allowed this truth to be stolen from us, but you are 
restoring it to the body of Christ. We ask You to increase this 
revelation until Christ the King has a strong Ekklesia on the 
earth, an expression of His kingdom authority that the gates or 
government of hell cannot prevail against. A church that knows 
how to bind and loose, open and close doors, and manifest 
Your glory even to the powers of darkness in the invisible 
realm – “heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10). 
With this authority, we bind the powers of darkness ruling in 
the government of our nation. We break the hold of the 
antichrist spirit seeking to transform our nation through 
ungodly laws, beliefs, and activities. We bind this also in our 
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schools and homes. We decree that Jesus is Owner and Lord 
over all the earth, including America. And in His name, we 
release the spirit of revival, of holiness, of worship, and the 
fear of the Lord into America. We decree that righteous 
change is coming, and coming quickly. AND NOTHING WILL 
STOP IT!!! Amen! 
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• The Oasis Church
• 6927 Lefferson Road
• Middletown OH 45044
• (513) 424-7150
• www.oasiswired.org

 

If you felt blessed by these words of Dutch Sheets, let me also 
refer you to Pastor Tim Sheets – Dutch’s brother. I will confess 
that he sometimes stretches my plain-vanilla evangelical grid a 
bit, but I can’t tell you how much I’ve been blessed by the 
ministry of both of these men – especially in these spiritually 
dark times. I would encourage you to try to catch one of his 
messages sometime on YouTube. I don’t think you will 
disappointed. Stretched a bit, perhaps, but not disappointed 
. 
The Oasis Church 
6927 Lefferson Road 
Middletown OH 45044 
(513) 424-7150 
www.oasiswired.org 
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• Billheimer, Paul E. Destined for the 
Throne: How Spiritual Warfare Prepares 
the Bride of Christ for Her Eternal 
Destiny. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany 
House, 1975, 1996.

• Billheimer, Paul E. Destined to 
Overcome: Exercising Your Spiritual 
Authority. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany 
House, 1982.

• Paul E. Billheimer (1897-1984)

 

In conclusion, let me suggest two small but infinitely inspiring 
books about the church: 
Billheimer, Paul E. Destined for the Throne: How Spiritual 
Warfare Prepares the Bride of Christ for Her Eternal Destiny. 
Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1975, 1996. 
Billheimer, Paul E. Destined to Overcome: Exercising Your 
Spiritual Authority. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1982. 
Paul (1897-1984) and his wife began a tent ministry in 
Anderson, Indiana, in 1936 that grew to include a Bible 
institute, a Christian high school, a Christian day school, and in 
1957, a Christian television station. 
I promise you, you will be greatly blessed by these books. 
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• Recover
• Agree
• Clean
• Ekklesia

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc
eric@kingdomtopics.org
508-479-4886 (cell)

 

Well, that’s it for Segment 4 - Running a Good R.A.C.E. 
Together: 
Recover 
Agree 
Cleanse 
Ekklesia  
There is so much more that we could explore here, but for now 
we will have to leave these topics to your personal research. 
Don’t forget to check out the additional resources on the 
CCCC page of my website, and if there’s anything you’d like to 
talk about by phone or email, please feel free to do so. 
www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc 
eric@kingdomtopics.org 
508-479-4886 
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Segment 5 of 5

eric@kingdomtopics.org
www.kingdomtopics.org

Heb 12:1b …let us 
run with endurance 
the race that is set 
before us

 

Next week we will conclude our series “Racing to a Bolder 
Faith” with Segment 5 entitled “Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus”. 
 
 

 


