
Segment 3: Racing to a BOLDER Faith – Laying A.S.I.D.E. Every Weight 

Page 1  
©2021 Eric Nelson KingdomTopics.org 

Slide 1 

Segment 3 of 5

eric@kingdomtopics.org
www.kingdomtopics.org

Heb 12:1b …let us lay 
aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience 
the race that is set 
before us… KJV

 

Once again, thanks for the opportunity to be with you, and 
welcome to Segment 3 of “Racing to a BOLDER Faith” entitled 
“Laying A.S.I.D.E. Every Weight”.  In this Segment we will 
explore how to remove personal encumbrances and defeat 
Satan’s strategies against us. Notice that for Segment 3 we 
have shown more of our central verse - Hebrews 12:1 - and in 
the King James version: Heb 12:1b …let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us... KJV 
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• Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory forever.  Amen.

 

As has been our custom so far, let’s pray the Lord’s Prayer 
together as we start our class this morning.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory forever.  Amen. 
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• Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory forever.  Amen.

 

As you know, in previous Segments we have suggested that 
Jesus may have meant for the phrase “Give us this day our 
daily bread” to be translated “Give us this day the bread of 
tomorrow”. Well today, I would ask you to consider another 
curious portion of the Lord’s Prayer -  

Slide 4 

• Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory forever.  Amen.

 

Specifically, “forgive us our debts AS we forgive our debtors.” 
Now, I’m not asking for any comments at the moment because 
we’ll share some thoughts later. I’m just asking you to think 
about this phrase for a bit. OK? 
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• Matt 6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. NIV 
(other translations basically same)

• Luke 11:4 Forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone who sins 
against us. NIV

• Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins, For 
we ourselves also forgive everyone 
who is indebted to us. NASU

 

And to assist our thinking, here is the phrase from both the 
Matthew and Luke teachings of the Lord’s Prayer with some 
slight variations in Luke based on the Bible translation that we 
use. 
*Matt 6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. NIV. In the Matthew prayer, other Bible translations 
are basically the same. 
*Luke 11:4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone 
who sins against us. NIV 
*Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves also 
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. NASU 
We will get back to this shortly. 
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• Removing any personal 
encumbrances - or anything 
else that Satan might use -
to hinder us.

 

Now, returning once again to our analogy in this series of 
marathon running, as my winter training runs for the Boston 
Marathon began to increase in distance (10, 15, 20 miles) 
several years ago, it became very important to eliminate 
anything that would slow me down or cause discomfort. 
Sometimes these hindrances were easy to identify and correct 
– such as purchasing lighter running shoes - or a waist pack 
that didn’t flop back and forth as I ran. Other things were much 
less obvious, and more difficult to resolve – such as finding 
clothing that would adjust to a wide climate range in New 
England while keeping me at an even temperature, or trying to 
eliminate an annoying seam in my shirt that would greatly 
irritate one spot on my chest. Similarly, as we race to a bolder 
faith, I would suggest that we need to focus 
*on removing any personal encumbrances, or anything else 
that Satan might use, to hinder us. Some of these hindrances 
may be easy to identify and correct. Other things may be less 
obvious and more difficult to resolve. 
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• Accusations by the Evil One
• Self-inflicted hindrances
• Intergenerational hindrances
• Deceptions
• Evil beings

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

As you all know, there are many ways that Satan can hinder us 
in our race to a bolder faith, but in this Segment we will only be 
looking at 5 general categories. 
*Accusations by the Evil One 
*Self-inflicted hindrances 
*Intergenerational hindrances 
*Deceptions, and 
*Evil beings 
Please note that some of these categories can overlap as they 
are not mutually exclusive, and though we have included a 
category for Self-inflicted hindrances, there can be a “self-
inflicted” aspect to all the categories that we will be covering in 
this Segment. 
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• Rev 12:10-11a Then I heard a loud 
voice in heaven say: "Now have come 
the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God, and the authority 
of his Christ. For the accuser of our 
brothers, who accuses them before 
our God day and night, has been 
hurled down. 11 They overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony…NIV

 

So, what are Accusations by the Evil One? Let’s look at an 
important verse about it: 
*Rev 12:10-11a Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our 
brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony…NIV.  
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• Word “satan” means “accuser”.
• Satan is in some kind of position to 

make accusations “day and night”.
• Satan’s accusations are made before 

God…
• The accusations have “legal” basis.
• The accusations are being made 

against Christians - our “brothers”.  

 

As we all know,  
*the word “satan” actually means “accuser”, and it appears that  
*satan is legitimately in some kind of position to make 
accusations day and night – at least until the time that he is 
finally hurled down. 
*Notice also that these accusations are made before God, and 
though we don’t know much about the legal process here, it is 
certainly implied  
*that these accusations have “legal” basis and take place in 
some kind of “court” in the spiritual realm.  
*Finally, note that satan’s accusations are not being made 
against non-Christians, but rather are being made against 
Christians - our “brothers”. Well, that’s strange! What is satan 
accusing Christians of? One would think that God would simply 
tell satan to “take a hike” - that Jesus paid for our sins and that 
there is nothing for satan to legally accuse us of, right? Well, 
curiously it does not appear to be that simple, and Satan must 
be accusing Christians of something or Rev 12:10 would not 
be in the Bible. 
 

Slide 
10 1. Unconfessed sin

2. Unforgiveness
3. Bitterness

• Satan loves confusion!
• These three topics can be very 

baffling to Christians.

 

OK, so, what is satan accusing Christians of? Unfortunately, 
the Bible doesn’t seem to tell us specifically, but reading 
between the lines I would suggest that the following three 
accusations are satan’s all-time favorites: 
*Unconfessed sin,  
*Unforgiveness, and though in some ways this third one can be 
a subset of unforgiveness, we will talk about a certain type of 
*Bitterness. Why do I suggest that these might be satan’s “all-
time favorites”?  
*Well, because satan loves confusion! 
*and these three topics can be very baffling to Christians. 
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11 • “Why do we confess if our sins are 

already forgiven?”
• John Piper – April 20, 2020 podcast 

(www.desiringgod.org)
• “Biblical tension” between Col 2:13 

and 1John 1:9.

 

OK. So, how can “unconfessed sin” be baffling? Well, have you 
ever heard the following question? 
*“Why do we confess if our sins are already forgiven? Now you 
and I probably confess regularly simply because Jesus told us 
to and we want to obey Jesus in every respect. But evidently, 
so many Christians are baffled by this particular question that  
*John Piper addressed it on an April 20, 2020 podcast 
(www.desiringgod.org). Dr. Piper acknowledged the confusion -   
*what he calls “biblical tension” – on this topic between 
Colossians 2:13 and 1 John 1:9.  
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• One time event: 
• Col 2:13 When you were dead in your sins 

and in the uncircumcision of your sinful 
nature, God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins, NIV

• Ongoing confession:
• 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. NIV

 

Let’s take a quick look at these verses. 
*Col 2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with 
Christ. He forgave us all our sins, NIV. In this verse, of 
course, Paul is speaking about the one-time event when we 
accept Christ as Savior.  
*1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
NIV – the Apostle John in this verse is clearly speaking about 
the ongoing confession of Christians. 

Slide 
13 • “So, confession of sin is not the basis of 

our forgiveness; it is one of the traits that 
show we are truly in Christ, where all our 
sins are covered by his blood.”

• There is a reason why many Christians 
are confused about confession...

• Most contemporary theologians do not 
incorporate a “spiritual warfare worldview” 
into their theology.

 

For his answer, Dr. Piper first drew upon the doctrine of 
“predestination”, and then said that ongoing confession is in 
fact important for us to do, but it’s not because it is effectual 
for forgiveness - but rather because it is a “trait” that 
demonstrates our ongoing commitment to God to fight sin in 
our lives as born-again believers. Piper concludes his podcast 
by saying: 
*“So, confession of sin is not the basis of our forgiveness; 
it is one of the traits that show we are truly in Christ, where all 
our sins are covered by his blood.” In other words, we should 
confess regularly because it shows that our heart is in the right 
place – but not because it actually gets our sins forgiven. Now, 
I like Dr. John Piper, and I am not picking on him – fact is, I’m in 
no position to criticize - he is a brilliant theologian and I am not. 
However, 
*there is a reason why many Christians are confused about 
confession – about a number of church doctrines, in fact - and I 
would suggest to you it is because 
*Most contemporary theologians – as good as they may be - do 
not typically incorporate a “spiritual warfare worldview” into their 
theology.  
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14 • “This [spiritual] warfare worldview is, in one 

way or another, the basic worldview of 
biblical authors, both in the Old Testament 
and even more so in the New.” (pg 13)

• Since the time of the “scholastics” such as 
Anselm of Canterbury and Abelard around 
1100AD, and particularly since the 
Enlightenment in the 1700’s, theologians 
have largely ignored spiritual warfare in their 
theological models.

 

As we noted in Segment 1, Dr. Greg Boyd said in his book 
“God At War” that  
*“this [spiritual] warfare worldview is, in one way or another, the 
basic worldview of biblical authors, both in the Old 
Testament and even more so in the new”. So, if this was the 
worldview of the writers of scripture, 
*how can we even consider any theological model that doesn’t 
have a spiritual warfare worldview central to it? Amazingly,  
*since the time of the church scholastics such as Anselm of 
Canterbury and Abelard around 1100AD, and particularly since 
the Enlightenment in the 1700’s, theologians have largely 
ignored spiritual warfare in their theological models. As you 
may recall, this is what we briefly talked about in the Preface to 
Segment 1. 
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Creation

Satan

God

Jesus

Reconcile

Restore

Rescue us

Ransom,
Redeem

 

Recall our biblical diagram of the three-fold work of Jesus – to 
Rescue, Reconcile, and Restore. Unlike the early church, 
theologians of the last 1000 years have minimized, if not 
completely ignored, Jesus’ work of rescuing us, ransoming us, 
or redeeming us from Satan. The thought of God having to 
“purchase us” from Satan was very distasteful to them. 
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Creation

God

Jesus

Reconcile

Restore

Spiritual 
warfare 

worldview?

 

As a result, recent theological models have largely reflected 
only a two-fold work of Jesus – to Reconcile and to Restore.  
In removing satan from the picture, of course,  
*the spiritual warfare worldview surrounding Jesus’ ministry - 
and the early church - was also removed.  
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Slide 
17 • Without a spiritual warfare worldview, 

theologians only see the “heavenly” 
application of the forgiving blood of Christ 
occurring when we confess Jesus as our 
Savior.

• One, and done…J
• Jesus’ instructions for ongoing “daily” 

confession have to be interpreted simply as 
being a good “trait” to have here on earth. 

 

Perhaps some of you might be thinking, “OK, Eric, I was 
following you about the baffling aspects of confession, but I’m 
not real sure how you got from there to talking about 
theologians not having a spiritual warfare worldview.”  If this 
represents your thoughts, let me try to do better job of 
connecting the dots:  
*Without a spiritual warfare worldview, theologians only see the 
“heavenly” application of the forgiving blood of Christ occurring 
when we confess Jesus as our Savior.  
*Kind of a “one and done” perspective. Naturally then,  
*Jesus’ instructions for ongoing “daily” confession have to be 
interpreted simply as a good “trait” to have  here on earth.

Slide 
18 • A spiritual warfare worldview believes that 

Jesus meant exactly what He said – that 
there is an important reason for ongoing 
confession and it has to do with applying 
the blood of Christ to ourselves to defeat 
satan’s earthly accusations against us.

• A spiritual warfare worldview sees the 
blood of Christ accomplishing forgiveness 
in “two legal jurisdictions” – not just one.

 

On the other hand,  
*a spiritual warfare worldview believes that Jesus meant exactly 
what He said – that there is an important reason for ongoing 
confession and it has to do with applying the blood of Christ 
to ourselves to defeat satan’s earthly accusations against 
us.  
*To sum it up, a spiritual warfare worldview sees the blood of 
Christ accomplishing forgiveness in “two legal jurisdictions” 
– not just one. Does this make sense? 

Slide 
19 1. Unconfessed sin

2. Unforgiveness

 

OK. Returning to what satan is accusing Christians of, as we 
have seen, the topic of confession is baffling, and it’s not hard 
to imagine that satan takes great advantage of this. But there’s 
another topic that is even more confusing to Christians, and 
that is 
*Unforgiveness. 
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Slide 
20 • Mark 11:25 …when you stand 

praying, if you hold anything against 
anyone, forgive him, so that your 
Father in heaven may forgive you 
your sins." NIV.

• Luke 6:37 "Do not judge, and you will 
not be judged. Do not condemn, and 
you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
and you will be forgiven. NIV 

 

Why is “forgiveness” baffling? Well, let’s recall some of Jesus’ 
teachings on the topic of forgiveness. 
*Mark 11:25 …when you stand praying, if you hold anything 
against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven 
may forgive you your sins." NIV. 
*Luke 6:37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you 
will be forgiven. NIV 
That’s curious! How can the Father’s forgiveness of me depend 
on my forgiveness of others? Maybe we are taking these 
verses out of context somehow? Since this verse from Luke 6 
is from the Sermon on the Mount, let’s take a look at the 
Matthew version of this event to see if Matthew clears things 
up. OK? 

Slide 
21 • Matt 6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we 

also have forgiven our debtors. NIV
• Matt 6:14-15 … if you forgive men when 

they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you 
do not forgive men their sins, your Father 
will not forgive your sins. NIV. 

 

Well, the first mention of forgiveness in the Sermon on the 
Mount is Jesus’ teaching of the Lord’s prayer that we know so 
well – specifically the same phrase that we took a look at when 
we started our class today: 
*Matt 6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. NIV But now look at this. Just two verses later, Jesus 
doubles down on this curious teaching to make sure that there 
is no confusion about what He is saying. Jesus says: 
*Matt 6:14-15 … if you forgive men when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins. NIV. Wow this is confusing. My forgiveness does seem to 
depend in some way on forgiving others. Does Jesus say 
anything else that might clear this up? 

Slide 
22 • Matt 18:32-35 "Then the master called the 

servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I 
canceled all that debt of yours because you 
begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on 
you?' 34 In anger his master turned him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 
back all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly 
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive 
your brother from your heart." NIV  

 

Well, when Peter asked Jesus how many times he should 
forgive his brother, Jesus answered with a parable. Maybe this 
parable holds a clue to this baffling question? Recall the King 
who settled his accounts with his servants. The servant begged 
the King to be forgiven of a huge debt, but after being forgiven 
he went out and didn’t forgive a much smaller debt owed to 
him. We pick up the story in 
*Matt 18:32-35 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You 
wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours 
because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34 In anger his 
master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 
should pay back all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly 
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart." NIV 
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Slide 
23 • These verses cannot mean that Jesus’ 

death on the cross will not apply to our 
sins when we stand before God someday 
in His heavenly courts – right?

• How can God’s forgiveness of us depend 
on our forgiveness of others here on 
earth?

• Let’s check the commentaries!

 

OK – I don’t know about you, but I am seriously confused here.  
*These verses cannot mean that Jesus’ death on the cross will 
not apply to our sins when we stand before God someday in 
His heavenly courts – right? Our salvation is by grace – not by 
works –  
*so how can God’s forgiveness of us depend on our 
forgiveness of others here on earth? I know what we should do.  
*Let’s check the commentaries on these verses! 

Slide 
24 • Seem a bit disappointing…

• Either they don’t comment much…
• …or they suggest that Jesus is not 

actually saying what it sounds like He 
is saying in those verses.

• Where there is confusion, satan is not 
far away!

 

Well, unfortunately the commentaries 
*Seem a bit disappointing - at least from my perspective.  
*Either they don’t really comment much on the rather curious 
verses that we’ve just mentioned,  
*or they suggest that Jesus is not actually saying what it 
sounds like He is saying in those verses. We don’t have time to 
go through this right now, but I encourage you to check this out 
yourself when you can. 
Obviously there is something baffling here, and  
*where there is confusion, satan is never far away! 

Slide 
25 • We should consider that Jesus meant 

exactly what He said!
• The best answer to our confusion is not to 

redefine what Jesus said but rather to 
redesign our theological model to 
understand what Jesus said.

• Our theological models may be incomplete 
because they do not include a “spiritual 
warfare” worldview. 

 

So, then, how do we eliminate this confusion so that satan 
cannot accuse us of unconfessed sin or unforgiveness? Well, 
first of all, and most importantly, I would suggest that  
*We should consider that Jesus meant exactly what He said,  
*and that the best answer to our confusion is not to redefine 
what Jesus said but rather to redesign our theological 
model to understand what Jesus said. As we spoke about a 
few minutes ago,  
*I would suggest that our theological models may be 
incomplete because they do not include a spiritual warfare 
worldview. 

Slide 
26 • I will offer a model that seems to satisfy 

the biblical facts and resolve some of the 
“biblical tensions”.

• This model is of my own design – still a 
model in progress.

• Can be helpful in our race to a bolder 
faith – laying aside every weight.

• Only my personal opinion!

 

*So, with that said, I will offer a model that seems to satisfy the 
biblical facts and resolve some of the “biblical tensions” that 
can cause confusion. Please note 
*that this model is of my own design – and that it is still a model 
“in progress”.  
*I believe that it can be helpful in our race to a bolder faith – 
particularly in laying aside every weight, but please note that 
*it is only my personal opinion and nothing more – OK? 
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27 
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given to man

Kingdom Jurisdiction
- all laws, all creatures

 

If you’ve been attending our previous classes, it will not 
surprise you that my model has a vertical component and a 
horizontal componentJ. Borrowing the vertical part from the 
model that we have been working with so far that is similar to 
“Four Spiritual Laws” type diagrams, 
*let’s first consider the very biblical thought that God has 
created a universal legal system that includes all laws and all 
creatures – let’s call it the Kingdom Jurisdiction. After Adam 
and Eve sinned and effectively handed their God-given legal 
authority over the earth to satan, however,  
*another legal jurisdiction appeared with laws that God 
progressively revealed to man through a series of agreements 
or covenants – Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, etc. – and 
we’ll call this the Earthly Jurisdiction. 

Slide 
28 • "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not 

commit adultery.'  But I tell you that anyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 
(Matt 5:27-28 NIV). 

• Jesus was reminding them of something 
that they should have remembered - that 
the Mosaic law, as strict as it may have 
seemed to them, was merely a “pattern” of 
heavenly law – a subset - the minimum 
level of law that they should have been 
seeking to abide by.

 

As you may recall, Jesus offered a teaching that did suggest 
the existence of two “legal jurisdictions”.  
*He said: "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit 
adultery.'  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 
(Matt 5:27-28 NIV).  
*Clearly Jesus was reminding them of something that they 
should have remembered - that the Mosaic law, as strict as it 
may have seemed to them, was merely a “pattern” of heavenly 
law – a subset - the minimum level of law that they should have 
been seeking to abide by. Jesus made it clear that in the 
“Kingdom Jurisdiction” God’s law demands perfection! Are you 
with me? 
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OK. Back to our model. To accomplish God’s Promise of a 
human Savior to rescue humanity from satan given in Gen 
3:15:  
*God at some point built in to the Earthly Jurisdiction “curses” 
that were activated by man’s conduct – for example the “curse 
of the ground” after Adam sinned (Gen 3:17 cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life; ASV). Obviously, due to our sin, we deserved only curses, 
but thankfully, God in His grace  
*also included “Blessings” for us when we obediently place 
ourselves under the Blood. The saints in the Old Testament 
from the time of Adam may not have had a full appreciation of 
what this blood sacrifice represented, but for us, we know this 
to be the cleansing blood of Jesus that can cancel the curse if 
the blood is applied. As you know, the offer of blessing 
particularly came to the foreground in Gen 12:1-3 when …the 
Lord said to Abram “Go forth from your country, And from your 
relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will 
show you; 2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless 
you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a 
blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one 
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who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the 
earth will be blessed." NASU To receive this great blessing, 
Abram obeyed God and it was counted to him as righteousness 
- and he was blessed. Indeed all of us have been blessed by 
Abram’s obedience. 
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in the heavenly realms Eph. 

2:6

 

OK, now fast forward to our day. May I suggest that God’s 
system of blessings and curses is still in effect on the earth? If 
we have any doubt about that, it would seem that we just have 
to look at the Sermon on the Mount.  
Matt 5:3-12 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 
What about curses? Well, we have them listed in Luke’s 
version of this event. Luke 6:24-26 "But woe (that’s another 
word for “curse” of course) woe to you who are rich, for you 
have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are 
well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh 
now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men 
speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false 
prophets. NIV 
So where is the Christian in this diagram today? Well, as far as 
our eternal destiny is concerned,  
*we are of course “in Christ” and right now and our spirit is 
seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph 2:6) 
*– legally in the Kingdom Jurisdiction, if you will, for eternity. 
However, until we die and our souls and bodies leave the 
battlefield of earth,  
*we are still engaged in spiritual warfare and still experience the 
blessings and the curses inherent in the Earthly Jurisdiction. 
And this makes sense, right? The New Testament makes it 
clear in a variety of ways and in a variety of places that 
obedience to God brings blessings - and disobedience brings 
curses – on this earth!  
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Slide 
31 1. Unconfessed sin

2. Unforgiveness
3. Bitterness

 

This brings us to satan’s third all-time favorite accusation 
*against Christians - bitterness. 

Slide 
32 • Theological models that do not include 

spiritual warfare can sometimes cause 
Christians to become bitter towards 
God when something bad happens. 

• “How could He have let this happen?”
• Satan loves to slander God, and he 

absolutely delights in the bitterness 
that he causes!

 

Unfortunately, bitterness against God – whether conscious or 
subconscious - has become a huge problem inside – and 
outside - of our churches today, and I would suggest that our 
incomplete theological models have something to do with this 
confusion too!  
*Theological models that do not include spiritual warfare can 
sometimes cause Christians to become bitter towards God 
when something bad happens to them or to their loved ones. 
Some of the angriest voices against God and the church today 
are from people who have experienced deep, deep hurt, and 
because of what they’ve been taught, they think that God is 
responsible for it. If you have ever tried to talk with someone 
about this kind of pain, you know what I mean. They bitterly 
say, “I’ve been told that God has a plan for my life and that He 
controls everything 
*– so how could He have let this happen?”  
*Satan loves to slander God, and he absolutely delights in this 
bitterness that he causes! 
 

Slide 
33 • Inherent in a spiritual warfare 

worldview is the understanding that 
casualties of war can and do occur 
on earth for a variety of reasons.

 

Although the spiritual warfare model we’ve just discussed 
speaks about earthly blessings under the blood of Christ, this is 
not to say that we will always experience blessings! 
Unfortunately this is a lengthy topic and outside of the scope of 
our present discussion, but let me suggest here that  
*inherent in a spiritual warfare worldview is the 
understanding that casualties of war can and do occur on 
earth for a variety of reasons. 
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Slide 
34 • The “blame” is clearly and 

unambiguously placed upon satan
and sin when bad things happen.

• In the midst of our pain, we dwell on 
God’s goodness and His assurance 
that somehow He will work all these 
evil things from satan together for our 
eternal good (Rom 8:28).

• We firmly keep our eyes on Christ in 
our battle against the Evil One!

 

With a spiritual warfare worldview,  
*The “blame” is clearly and unambiguously placed on satan 
and sin when bad things happen. 
*With a spiritual warfare wordlview, in the midst of our pain, we 
dwell on God’s goodness and His assurance that somehow 
He will work all these evil things from satan together for our 
eternal good (Rom 8:28), and 
*We firmly keep our eyes on Christ in our battle against the Evil 
One! 

Slide 
35 

Salvation
(Grace)

Faith

God

Satan’s “legal” 
accusations

Jesus

Man
(Sin)

Earthly
Jurisdiction -

a subset - laws 
that God has 
given to man
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- all laws, all creatures
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Blessings 
under the 

Blood

Confession, etc.
(testimony)

Our spirit seated with Christ 
in the heavenly realms Eph. 

2:6

 

OK. Now, we are finally ready to see in our model how satan’s 
accusations against us work. First, what happens when satan 
accuses us of not confessing our sins? Rather than our sin 
being “covered by the blood” because we have applied it daily 
to the door of our earthly lives,  
*satan accuses us before God that we legally deserve a curse 
rather than blessing – at least in that particular sin area. 
Unfortunately, at times, God may have no choice but to legally 
agree with the Accuser of the brethren. Now make no mistake, 
to repeat, in God’s eternal Kingdom Jurisdiction, we have been 
washed clean by the blood of the Lamb and forgiven for every 
sin that we’ve ever committed - or will ever commit - here on 
earth 
*and our spirit is seated with Christ in heavenly places (Eph 
2:6). God the Father only sees the purity of Christ when He 
looks at us. However, in the Earthly Jurisdiction, the jurisdiction 
where satan is still the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 
2:2) and where our bodies and our souls still dwell,  
*I would suggest that we need to confess our sins daily, as 
Jesus has taught us, and apply the blood to those sins to 
protect us from the Accuser and to return us each time to an 
earthly state of blessing. 
 

Slide 
36 • Rev 12:11a They overcame him 

(the Accuser) by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony…NIV

 

Recall Revelation 12:11 that we read earlier “They overcame 
him (the Accuser) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word 
of their testimony…” NIV. I believe that the word “testimony” 
being spoken of in this passage includes the concept of 

 So there you have it – the application of the “confession”.
blood, and the word of confession to overcome the Accuser! 
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Slide 
37 
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So, now, how does this model address our confusion about 
unforgiveness? Once again, in God’s Kingdom jurisdiction, 
our complete eternal forgiveness has been accomplished when 
we accepted Christ as our Savior. However, in the Earthly 
Jurisdiction, God has made it clear in His Word that He will 
treat us in the same way that we treat others – the Kingdom 
Principle - the Golden Rule. If we don’t forgive this way, at least 
seventy times seven and from the heart (Matt 18:22, 35), 
right?,  
*satan then can legally accuse us of unforgiveness, and at 
times, gets God’s permission to trouble us. Recall Jesus’ 
parable of the King and the servant. 

Slide 
38 • Matt 18:32-35 "Then the master called the 

servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I 
canceled all that debt of yours because you 
begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on 
you?' 34 In anger his master turned him 
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 
should pay back all he owed. 35 "This is how 
my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother from your 
heart." NIV  

 

Returning to Matt 18:32-35 
*"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' 
he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged 
me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?' 34 In anger his master turned him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 
you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." NIV 
Note that the King still called him a servant – a wicked servant, 
but still a servant. Note also that the debt was reinstated – 
ouch! - something that’s not possible if we are talking about 
salvation but certainly possible here in the Earthly Jurisdiction. 
Finally, notice that the servant is turned over to the jailors. 
Recall Jesus’ reading of Isaiah in Nazareth in Luke 4:18 that He 
was anointed to bring freedom to the prisoners. Apparently, if 
we don’t forgive others like He forgives us, Jesus turns us back 
over to the jailers here in the Earthly Jurisdiction – which I 
would suggest represent the forces of darkness. We’ll talk more 
about this later in this Segment. 
 

Slide 
39 
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Finally, with respect to satan’s accusations against us of 
bitterness,  
*once again we need to humbly confess this sin, as Jesus has 
taught us, and apply Jesus’ blood to it to protect us from the 
Accuser and return us to a state of blessing. It probably goes 
without saying, but please be aware that any bitterness against 
God – whether conscious or subconscious - can allow satan 
into our lives in a big way and allow him to greatly hinder us in 
our race to a bolder faith! 
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Slide 
40 
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in the heavenly realms Eph. 

2:6

 

Well, thanks for hanging in there with me in this lengthy section! 
By the way, I believe that this model provides a way of 
understanding some other baffling Bible verses as well, so you 
will see this model again. But remember, this is only my 
personal opinion, so take it with a grain of salt J. 

Slide 
41 • We should confess regularly and 

keep short accounts with God.
• We should forgive others as we 

would have God forgive us.
• We don’t want to take any chances 

that Satan can hinder our Race to a 
Bolder Faith through accusations!

 

So for our racing tip in this section, whatever you might think of 
these baffling topics – or of the model that I just shared with 
you – I hope that we can agree that  
*we should confess regularly and keep short accounts with 
God, and 
*we should forgive others as God forgives us. 
*We don’t want to take any chances that Satan can hinder our 
Race to a Bolder Faith through Accusations! 

Slide 
42 • Accusations by the Evil One

• Self-inflicted hindrances

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

Now that we’ve looked at Accusations by the Evil One, let’s 
take a look at: 
*Self-inflicted hindrances. 

Slide 
43 1. Agreements (with darkness)

2. Curses (from self, and others)
3. Oaths and Vows

 

As we mentioned earlier, there can be a “self-inflicted” aspect 
to all the categories of our A.S.I.D.E. acronym, but these are 
some of the easily solved self-inflicted hindrances that we 
rarely talk about: 
*1. Agreements (with darkness) 
*2. Curses (from self and others) 
*3. Oaths and Vows 
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Slide 
44 • One of the most unguarded “legal 

doorways” that Satan can use to attack us.
• When we agree to become an employee 

of a company, we become identified with 
that company.

• When we agree to be a part of a civic or 
political group, we become identified with 
the group and what it stands for.

 

As we mentioned back in Segment 1 when we were Scouting 
the Challenge, what we agree with each day is  
*perhaps one of the most unguarded “legal doorways” that 
Satan can use to attack us. In the physical realm, there is 
clearly a “legal” aspect to everything that we agree with, right?  
*For example, when we agree to become an employee of a 
company, we become identified with that company: Not only do 
our actions as employees have legal consequences for the 
company, but they do for us as well.  
*When we agree to be a part of a civic or political group, as we 
participate we become identified with the group and what it 
stands for. 

Slide 
45 • What we don’t often think about is how our 

agreements in thought, word, or deed 
might legally affect us in the spiritual 
realm.

• If we “follow our agreements”…
• …we might be able to identify some 

potential hindrances that God will help us 
get rid of.

 

What we don’t often think about is how our agreements in 
thought, word, or deed might legally affect us in the spiritual 
realm.  
If you have ever watched a movie or TV show considered to be 
a “whodunit”, what is the best way to figure out who the culprit 
is? Follow the money – right? Well, if we are trying to figure out 
what might be hindering us in our race to a bolder faith, I would 
suggest that if we try to  
*If we “follow our agreements”…  
*we might be able to identify some potential hindrances that 
God will help us get rid of. 

Slide 
46 • The Bible says a great deal about the 

importance of being in agreement with God.
• The very essence of “believing God” is 

agreeing with God and being obedient to 
what He says – it’s meant for our own good!

• John 14:15 "If you love me, you will obey 
what I command. NIV. 

• Amos 3:3 Do two walk together unless they 
have agreed to do so? NIV.

 

Obviously we shouldn’t be driving ourselves crazy with this, but 
we should consider talking to God regularly about our day to 
day “agreements” in thought, word, and deed. As we all know,  
*the Bible says a great deal about the importance of being in 
agreement with God. In fact, 
*the very essence of “believing God” is agreeing with God and 
being obedient to what He says. After all, it’s meant for our own 
good!  
*Jesus said John 14:15 "If you love me, you will obey what I 
command. NIV. One short verse on agreement that is easy to 
remember is *Amos 3:3 Do two walk together unless they have 
agreed to do so? NIV. 



Segment 3: Racing to a BOLDER Faith – Laying A.S.I.D.E. Every Weight 

Page 16  
©2021 Eric Nelson KingdomTopics.org 

Slide 
47 • Are we agreeing to be legally under God’s 

rule, or legally under Satan’s rule? 
• For example: when we turn a blind eye to 

something being stolen at work, we are 
effectively agreeing with darkness. 

• When we laugh at the dirty jokes that our 
friends are telling, or indulge in gossip, we 
are agreeing with darkness. 

• When we agree with anything that Satan is a 
part of, we are legally opening ourselves up 
in some way to Satan’s attack! 

 

The question that I believe we need to be asking ourselves 
every day is, who are we agreeing with? Are we agreeing with 
God and His Kingdom, or are we agreeing with Satan and his 
Kingdom?  
*Are we agreeing to be legally under God’s rule, or legally 
under Satan’s rule? 
*For example: when we turn a blind eye to something being 
stolen at work, we are effectively agreeing with darkness. When 
we laugh at the dirty jokes that our friends are telling, or indulge 
in gossip, we are agreeing with darkness. In fact, 
*when we agree with anything that Satan is a part of, we 
are legally opening ourselves – or our family – up in some 
way to Satan’s attack! 

Slide 
48 • Romans 8:28… in all things God works for 

the good of those who love him. NIV
• 2 Cor 10:5b …we take captive every 

thought to make it obedient to Christ. NIV
• Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable — if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy — think about 
such things. NIV

 

On the other hand, when we are in agreement with God, we are 
walking with God, and we can be assured that  
*… in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him… (Rom 8:28) NIV - and who are those who love Him? As 
we just noted in John 14:15 those who obey God! What does 
Paul tell us to do to be in agreement with God?  
*in 2 Cor 10:5b …we take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ. NIV I could list other verses by Paul to 
enforce the importance of agreeing with God and all that is 
good, but let me give you at least one:  
*Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy 
— think about (and I would suggest this means “agree with”) 
such things NIV. 

Slide 
49 • It matters what we agree with!

• Let’s not agree with satan on anything.
• Let’s nullify any questionable 

agreements by our authority in Christ 
(Eph 2:6).

• Let’s declare ourselves in legal 
agreement only with God’s Kingdom 
as Jesus taught: “Thy Will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven”.

 

As we’ve been saying so far throughout this series,  
*it matters what we agree with! As we race to a bolder faith,  
*let’s not agree with Satan on anything, OK?  
*Let’s nullify any questionable agreements in thought or 
deed by our authority in Christ (Eph 2:6). Remember – our spirit 
is seated with Jesus in heavenly places so we do have the 
authority to do this!  
*Then, let’s declare ourselves in legal agreement only with 
God’s Kingdom as Jesus taught us in the Lord’s prayer “Thy 
Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven”! 
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Slide 
50 1. Agreements (with darkness)

2. Curses (from self, and others)

 

Now that we’ve talked about our Agreements, lets talk about  
*2. Curses - from ourselves and from others. 
Perhaps some of you might be saying “OK, Eric, you mentioned 
curses in the last section and I didn’t say anything, but this 
“curse” thing really gives me the creeps! I’ve been going to 
church for a long time and I’ve never heard a sermon on 
curses – so if curses ARE real, and they REALLY DO affect me 
as a Christian, why wouldn’t I have heard a sermon about this? 
Isn’t this just superstition?” Well, that’s an excellent question! 
You know, you really are a very sharp group!J 

Slide 
51 • Some biblical knowledge and spiritual 

insight dropped out of our theology 
during the Enlightenment – if not earlier.

• Along with spiritual warfare and the 
casting out of demons, the teachings on 
“blessings” and “curses” disappeared 
due to the western academic bias 
against the supernatural. 

• Many theologians also threw out the 
supernatural miracles of Jesus at the 
same time! 

 

As we spoke about earlier, I believe the answer once again 
comes back to the fact that  
*some biblical knowledge and spiritual insight dropped out 
of our theology during the Enlightenment in the 1700’s - if not 
earlier.  
*Along with spiritual warfare and the casting out of demons, the 
teachings on “blessings” and “curses” disappeared due to the 
western academic bias against the supernatural. As you may 
recall,  
*many theologians also threw out the supernatural 
miracles of Jesus at the same time! 

Slide 
52 • We moderns continue to think we are 

much too sophisticated to believe in the 
supernatural!

• The “silence” in the pulpit is not 
because the Bible doesn’t talk about 
these things – rather it is probably 
because we rarely teach these things in 
seminary and because pastors don’t 
want to sound “extreme” to our modern 
culture!

• Check out Deut. 27 and 28!

 

Today, of course,  
*we moderns continue to think we are much too sophisticated 
to believe in the supernatural! Thankfully, most conservative 
evangelicals still believe in the miracles of Jesus, but 
unfortunately we rarely talk about spiritual warfare, blessings, 
and curses – hence, few sermons on these subjects. In any 
case, please be assured that  
*the “silence” in the pulpit is not because the Bible doesn’t talk 
about these things – the Bible mentions blessings and curses a 
lot - rather it is probably because we rarely teach these things 
in seminary and because pastors don’t want to sound “extreme” 
to our modern culture! In any case, I would agree with you that 
curses can be creepy, but God obviously wants us to know 
about them or He wouldn’t have included information about 
them in the Bible – a lot of information!  
*Check out Deuteronomy chapters 27 and 28 sometime!  
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Slide 
53 • Our words can be loaded with the 

power to either bless or curse. 
• We might be giving satan an easy 

way of attacking us.
• We may be giving a sort of “legal 

permission” to help satan cause 
our negative comments or 
thoughts to become reality. 

• Let’s not give satan a chance to 
attack us through our own words!

 

Back in Segment 1, as you may recall, we noted that in the 
spiritual realm 
*our words can be loaded with the power to either bless or 
curse ourselves and others. We further suggested that  
*at times we might be giving Satan an easy way of attacking 
us by unintentionally cursing ourselves. When we say things 
like “I am so stupid”, or “I’ll never get well”, or “Bad things 
always happen to me”, it is quite possible that when we talk like 
this  
*we may be giving a sort of “legal permission” to the forces of 
darkness to help satan cause our negative comments or 
thoughts to become reality.  
*Let’s not give satan a chance to attack us through our own 
words! 

Slide 
54 • Matt 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are 

offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24 leave your 
gift there in front of the altar. First go 
and be reconciled to your brother; 
then come and offer your gift. NIV

• Once again, God has linked His 
treatment of us to the way that we 
treat each other!

 

With respect to curses from others, we could talk a great deal 
about this. But we are going to keep this topic simple in order to 
have time for what is coming next. We will just look at one 
verse that I believe is representative of what God is telling us to 
do about possible curses from others. 
*Matt 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 
your gift. NIV  Now, I know what you are thinking, “this verse 
doesn’t mention anything about curses.” Like I said, a smart 
group! However, let me suggest that if your brother has 
something against you – even if you don’t know whether he or 
she has actually cursed you – or has spoken something 
negative about you because of it – God wants it resolved 
before you give a gift to God. That’s really stunning, isn’t it?  
*And notice once again, God has linked His treatment of us 
to the way that we treat each other! 
 

Slide 
55 • Prov 26:2 “Like a sparrow in its 

flitting, like a swallow in its flying, so 
a curse without cause does not 
alight.” NASU.

• Let’s make sure that a curse cannot 
land on us. Let’s remove any 
possible causes and be reconciled!

 

King Solomon wrote in  
*Proverbs 26:2 “Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its 
flying, so a curse without cause does not alight.” NASU. 
*Let’s make sure that a curse cannot land on us. Let’s remove 
any possible causes and be reconciled! 
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Slide 
56 • Derek Prince (1915 – 2003) was 

an international Bible teacher, 
theologian, and pastor whose daily 
radio program, Derek Prince 
Legacy Radio, is broadcast around 
the world in various languages. 
(www.derekprince.org)

• 4-1 Christ Was Made a Curse

 

OK. So you’ve been politely listening to me drone on for quite a 
while J. It’s time to give your ears a break! As you may recall, 
I’ve got some of Derek Princes teachings on loan to me, and 
they are on my website under the audio tab. Since a little taste 
can sometimes help make the sale, I have a few excerpts for 
you on the subject of blessings and curses. Prince is one of the 
few theologians that I have ever found speaking on the “curse” 
topic, and these 15 minute radio broadcast versions are very 
interesting. There are ten broadcasts on my site 4-1 to 4-5, and 
5-1 to 5-5. This is a 4 minute excerpt of 4-1 entitled Christ Was 
Made A Curse.     
 
Prince: Now, in my talk today, I’ll  be  focusing  on  another  
aspect—one  to  which  the  Holy  Spirit sovereignly directed 
me some years ago. I’ve never found it referred to in any book 
that I’ve read or any sermon that I’ve heard and yet if we can 
understand and apply the truth contained in it, it has the 
potential to revolutionize the whole course of our lives. I, 
myself, have witnessed the impact that this truth produces both 
upon individuals and communities. This aspect of the exchange 
that I’m speaking about now and will be speaking about for the 
rest of this week is described by Paul in Galatians 3:13–14, 
where Paul says: Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham 
might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus . . .(NKJ). Now 
the exchange is obvious, just as in the other cases. The evil is 
the curse; the good is the blessing. Christ was made a curse on 
the cross, that we might quality for and receive the blessing. 
  
In order to receive this provision which God has made for us, it 
is necessary to understand the nature of both blessings and 
curses. And if you don’t understand that, you will not be able to 
avail yourself of this provision. Both blessings and curses are 
major themes of Scripture. The words “bless” or “blessing” 
occur in the Bible about 430 times. The word “curse” in various 
forms occurs about 160 times. In  other  words, the  Bible  has  
a  great  deal  to  say  about  both.  Both  are  absolutely real—
we must understand this—so real, that Jesus had to be made a 
curse that we might be redeemed by the curse and receive the 
blessing. Some people are inclined to think that blessings are 
real but not curses. That’s illogical. Any pair of opposites that 
we care to think of, if one is real, the other must be real. Like 
day and night. If “day” is real, “night” is real. Heat and cold. If 
“heat” is real, “cold” is real. Good and evil. If “good” is real, 
“evil” is real. Strong and weak. If “strength” is real, “weakness” 
is real. We cannot focus simply one and ignore the other. And 
so it is with blessings and curses. Blessings are real and curses 
are real. 
  
Now, in the talks that follow for this week and next week, I’ll be 
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opening up this whole subject: the nature of both blessings and 
curses, how they operate, how to recognize if there is a curse 
at work in your life from which you need to be delivered. The 
Bible had much to teach us about all these areas. If we remain 
ignorant, it will be to our own cost. We will miss much of the 
total provision that God has made for us through the sacrificial 
death of Jesus on the cross.  
  
I travel widely, I minister to congregations of many different 
backgrounds, denominations, nationalities, and I find 
everywhere that most of God’s people do not know how to 
discern blessings and curses. I often ask people as I preach: 
“Tell me, are you enjoying the blessings or are you enduring 
the curses?” A whole lot of Christians who should be enjoying 
blessings are actually enduring curses—for two reasons: first of 
all, they don’t know how to recognize what is a blessing and 
what is a curse; secondly, if they are under a curse, they do not 
understand the basis upon which they can be released. 
  
Now I’m going to deal with these themes very thoroughly and 
systematically in the talks that follow. 
 

Slide 
57 • Derek Prince (1915 – 2003) 

(www.derekprince.org)
• 4-2 Nature of Blessings and 

Curses

• Complete audio programs on this topic 
are available at  www.kingdomtopics.org 
(used by permission) 

 

Now here’s an excerpt from 4-2, the second program in the 
series, entitled the Nature of Blessings and Curses.  
 
Prince: Today I’m going to share with you the nature of both 
blessings and curses and how they operate. Both blessings 
and curses essentially take the form of words. They may be 
spoken, written, or merely uttered inwardly, but these words 
become vessels of supernatural power. They’re not just 
ordinary words. That wouldn’t make them either blessings or 
curses. They’re words that have been charged with some kind  
of  supernatural power. Blessings produce good  effects; curses 
produce evil  effects. Blessings proceed from God or from men 
representing God; and curses likewise. God pronounces curses 
and men representing God pronounce curses. But there’s a 
further point with curses—that they also proceed from Satan or 
men representing Satan. Satan cannot bless anybody but he 
can curse. 
  
Now, this is the most important point. I want you to listen 
carefully. Once released, both blessings and curses tend to 
continue on through time, from generation to generation, even 
from century to century, until they are revoked. Normally, once 
a curse has been released or a blessing, it will continue until 
something happens to cancel it or revoke it. This means that 
there can be forces at work in our lives which were originally 
set in motion in previous generations, even many centuries 
previously; consequently, we may be dealing with things in our 
lives, in our circumstances, in our families, in our temperament, 
which aren’t to be explained solely in terms of what has 
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happened in our lifetime or in our personal experience. The root 
cause for them may go back a long way in time, even 
generations, and even, as a matter of fact, millennia, thousands 
of years.  
  
Now history contains many examples of the outworking of both 
blessings and curses. I’ll begin by taking some examples from 
the Bible: first of all, of blessings.  
  
Here’s an example in Genesis 22:15–18 of a very important 
blessing pronounced in Abraham: Then the Angel of the LORD 
called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By 
Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done 
this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son, [This 
was the point at which Abraham was willing, actually, to offer 
his son Isaac as a sacrifice on Mount Moriah. Then God 
continues, because you] have not withheld your son, your only 
son, in blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply 
your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess 
the gate of their enemies. In your seed [also in your 
descendants—it’s the same word] all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  (NKJ)  
Now that blessing was pronounced 4,000 years ago—it’s still at 
work in history today. One evidence is this broadcast that you 
are listening to because the blessing that comes to you through 
this broadcast comes through Jesus Christ, the seed of 
Abraham and because of that blessing pronounced 4,000 years 
ago, you are being blessed right now, if you can receive the 
message of this radio message. So you see, blessings continue 
from generation to generation, from century to century. 
  
Now let’s look at some examples of curses. First of all, a curse 
pronounced by God Himself in Genesis 12:3 when He called 
Abraham to leave Ur of the Chaldees and go out and obey Him 
for another land which He would afterwards give him. Some of 
the promises that God gave to Abraham were these: “I will 
bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses 
you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
Notice, in the middle of the blessings there’s a curse. “I will 
curse the one who curses you [Abraham].” Now the same was 
stated again, later on, when Isaac, the son of Abraham blessed 
his son Jacob. In Genesis 27:29 he said: “Let peoples serve 
you, and nations bow down to you. Be master over your 
brethren, and let your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed 
be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those who bless 
you!” (NKJ) Again, the same: “If anybody curses you [Jacob] 
God will curse him.” So you see, this is something that also 
continues in history. In simple, modern day language that’s 
God’s protection against anti- Semitism. Anti-Semitism is the 
attitude and the spirit that curses Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
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their descendants, the Jewish people, up to this day. And 
anybody who yields to the spirit of anti-Semitism or makes 
negative utterances and statements that are false against the 
Jewish people is exposing himself or herself to that curse 
pronounced by God more than 3,000 years ago. And if you look 
at the history of all the nations and the empires in the last 3,000 
years that have turned against the Jewish people, persecuted 
them, sought to destroy them, you’ll find that every one of them 
has come under the curse of God. This is a fact of history. It is 
still at work in our world today. We only have to consider the 
events of the 1930s and the 1940s in Germany and in Europe 
to see how true this is today. 
  
Let me give you another remarkable example. When Saul and 
Jonathan, his son, were killed in battle against the Philistines, 
David uttered a most beautiful poetic lament over them. And 
because they had been killed on the mountains of Gilboa, 
David said something about the mountains of Gilboa, which I 
want to read to you in 2 Samuel 1:21. David said: “O mountains 
of Gilboa, Let there be no dew, nor let there be rain upon you, 
Nor fields of offerings. For the shield of the mighty is cast away 
there! The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.”  (NKJ)  I don’t 
know whether David really knew what he was saying, but he 
said to that particular group of hills, “Let there be no dew nor . . 
. rain.” That was a curse. Now that was about 3,000 years ago. 
You can go to that very area in the land of Israel today, the 
Jewish people have been remarkably successful in 
reforestation. They’ve planted trees on every kind of hill and 
mountain but they cannot succeed in making them grow in 
Mount Gilboa. Why? Because David pronounced a curse 3,000 
years ago! Can you see how real this whole thing is? Many of 
us need to adjust our thinking because we are grappling with 
unseen forces that we don’t understand. 
 

Slide 
58 • 5-3 How to Pass from Curse to Blessing

• Recognize, Repent, Renounce, Resist.
• James 4:7 “Therefore submit to God. 

Resist the Devil and he will flee from you” 
NKJV

• 5-5 The Prayer of Release

 

The last two program excerpts we will listen to are 5-3 How to 
Pass from Curse to Blessing, and 5-5 The Prayer of 
Release. Please listen to these programs if you can. The 
content on How to Recognize a Curse is extremely helpful but 
too lengthy to be included here. 
 
Prince: 5-3 excerpt - How to Pass from Curse to Blessing: 
Now, once we have identified the cause, the source, the point 
in time and in experience where we (or, in many cases, our 
ancestors or others associated with us) were exposed to the 
curse, then there are four things that we need to do and they all 
happen to begin in English with the letters “R-E.” So, I’ll make it 
easy. They are: recognize, repent, renounce, resist. 
Recognize: We have to recognize our problem and its source. 
Repent: We have to repent of whatever initially exposed us to 
the problem, whether it was our own sin or the sin of our 
ancestors. 
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Renounce: We have to say, “It no longer belongs to me. I don’t 
accept it. Through Jesus I have the right to be free from it. It’s 
not my problem any longer.” And then, 
Resist: We have to take a very definite, active stand against 
the power of Satan. Let me say those four words again: 
Recognize, Repent, Renounce, Resist. 
Let me give you this Scripture from James 4:7 about resisting 
the devil. It’s one of the things the Bible tells us we have to do. 
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you” (NKJ). Notice the order. What is the first thing we have to 
do? Submit to God. Then, when we have done that, we can 
resist the devil and the Bible says he will flee from us. Do you 
believe that? I tell you, I believe it for two reasons: first of all, 
because the Bible says it; and second, because I have proved 
it in my own experience.  When I’m submitted to God and on 
the basis of Scripture, I resist the devil, he will flee from me. 
Now, in order to make this happen in our experience, we need 
to pray a prayer which fulfills God’s requirements. 
 
Prince: 5-5 excerpt – The Prayer of Release: 
Lord Jesus Christ, I believe that you are the Son of God and 
the only way to God; that on the cross You died for my sins; 
and that You rose again from the dead; that on the cross also 
You were made a curse, that I might be redeemed from the 
curse and receive Your blessing. I trust You now for mercy and 
forgiveness and I commit myself from now on by Your grace to 
follow You and obey You. I ask you to forgive and blot out any 
sins committed by me or by my ancestors that exposed me to a 
curse. If people have harmed me or wronged me, I forgive 
them, as I would have God forgive me. I renounce all contact 
with Satan, or with occult practices, or with unscriptural secret 
societies. If I have any contact object that link me to these 
things, I promise to destroy them. And now, with the authority 
you have given me, as a child of God, I release myself from 
every curse that has ever come upon me or affected me in any 
way. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Slide 
59 • Prince, Derek. Blessing or Curse: 

You Can Choose. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Chosen Books, 1990, 2000, 2006.

• Short PDF booklet by Derek Prince 
entitled Explaining Blessings and Curses
available on www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc 
under Segment 1 Resources 

 

As mentioned in Segment 1,  
*a very helpful book on this topic by Derek Prince is entitled 
Blessing or Curse: You Can Choose. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Chosen Books, 1990, 2000, 2006. 
*A short PDF booklet entitled Explaining Blessings and Curses 
is available for download at no cost on 
www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc under Segment 1 resources. 
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Slide 
60 • The Bible seems to indicate that our oaths 

and vows can carry a great level of power in 
the spiritual realm. 

• James 5:12: “But above all, my brethren, do 
not swear, either by heaven or by earth or 
with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, 
and your no, no, so that you may not fall 
under judgment.” 

• Matt 12:36 “…men will have to give account 
on the day of judgment for every careless 
word they have spoken." NIV. 

 

Now with respect to oaths and vows, as you know, we have 
already spoken about the power of our words and agreements 
in the spiritual dimension, and there is certainly some overlap 
here with oaths and vows. However,  
*the Bible seems to indicate that our oaths and vows can carry 
a great level of power in the spiritual realm. Any rash vows or 
oaths that we may have made in the heat of an argument, for 
example, but never thought to repent of and renounce by the 
blood of Christ, could become a hindrance to us - and to others 
- with long-lasting effects.  
*James 5:12 says: “But above all, my brethren, do not swear, 
either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your 
yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall 
under judgment.” Now, we may not understand all of the 
spiritual “in’s and out’s” of vows, oaths, curses, and spoken 
words, or what it means to fall under judgment because of it, 
but we do know that Jesus said:  
*Matt 12:36 …men will have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every careless word they have spoken." NIV.  By 
the way, if anyone is looking for a topic for a doctoral thesis, 
based on the lack of good books on this subject I believe this 
topic is wide open. J 
 

Slide 
61 • James 5:12 also warns us not to be 

involved “with any other oath”, and that 
probably includes the oaths or vows that 
are part of secret societies. 

• Obscure oaths and vows are taken that 
often involve self-curses - some of them 
not even understandable to the person 
saying them.

• 2 Cor 11:14 - even satan himself can 
masquerade as an angel of light! 

 

Before we leave this topic, I really need to share something that 
might be unpopular with some of you. Please understand that I 
mean no disrespect, but I would suggest that James 5:12 also 
warns us not to be involved with “any other oath”, and that 
probably includes the oaths or vows that are part of secret 
societies. I believe you know what organizations that I am 
referring to without specifically mentioning their names. In such 
organizations,  
*obscure oaths and vows are taken that often involve self-
curses - some of them not even understandable to the person 
saying them. I know that some of these organizations often do 
very good and helpful things for people - free medical care for 
kids and so forth, but let’s not forget what Paul tells us in 
*2 Cor 11:14 - even satan himself can masquerade as an angel 
of light! If you want to get rid of every hindrance in your race to 
a bolder faith, I would encourage you not to waste any time in 
revoking all secret society oaths or vows that you have taken 
by the blood of Christ and by your authority in Him. There are a 
number of good books on this topic that share testimonies of 
the possible harmful health effects to you and your family that 
can result from these curses – effects such as neurological 
disorders, severe arthritis, and paralysis. I’d be happy to share 
that info with you if you are interested. 
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Slide 
62 • Let’s look carefully into our past for 

any questionable agreements, 
curses, oaths, vows, or anything else 
that God may bring to our attention…

• …then repent of them and legally 
renounce them!

 

So let’s conclude this section on self-inflicted hindrances with 
another racing tip: 
*Let’s look carefully into our past for any questionable 
agreements, curses, oaths, vows, or anything else that God 
may bring to our attention,  
*then repent of them and legally renounce them! 

Slide 
63 • Accusations by the Evil One

• Self-inflicted hindrances
• Intergenerational hindrances

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

Now, let’s turn our attention to the “I” in our ASIDE acronym 
and talk about something else in the Bible that is rarely spoken 
about from the pulpit 
*I  ntergenerational hindrances.

Slide 
64 • Ex 20:4-6 "You shall not make for yourself 

an idol in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the 
waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the fathers to the 
third and fourth generation of those who 
hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand 
[generations] of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. NIV             
(Deut. 5:9-10 identical to Ex 20:5-6)

 

In Ex 20:4-6 we read "You shall not make for yourself an idol in 
the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath 
or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. NIV By the way, the second teaching 
of this Commandment in Deut. 5:9-10 is identical to Exodus 
20:5-6. 

Slide 
65 • God’s commandment against demon 

worship (that’s what idolatry is, demon 
worship - see Deut. 32:17) contains a 
penalty for disobedience that no other 
commandment contains: an 
intergenerational “curse” affecting 3-4 
generations.

• I would suggest that we not neglect to look 
into this potential area of hindrance! 

 

So clearly,  
*God’s commandment against demon worship – and make no 
mistake, that’s what occult idolatry is, demon worship per Deut. 
32:17 – contains a penalty for disobedience that no other 
commandment contains, an intergenerational “curse” 
affecting 3 to 4 generations. Unfortunately we do not have 
time to discuss this more fully, but in our race to a bolder faith,  
*I would suggest that we not neglect to look into this potential 
area of hindrance. I encourage you to spend some time on your 
own researching this. Most of us have no idea what our 
Grandparents and our Great-Grandparents did during their 
lives, but if they participated in the occult in some way – and I 
would include here any participation with fortune tellers, palm 
readers, seances, horoscopes, water witching, secret societies 
having origins in the occult (which BTW I would suggest are 
most of them), or any other occult practices, you and I could 
very well be experiencing some of the effects of this broken 
commandment several generations removed from our 
forefather’s either willful - or unintentional - disobedience. 
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Slide 
66 • Intergenerational curse unfair?

• We must base our theology on what God 
has actually said in the Bible – not on our 
cultural belief in “individualism”.

• The curse exists, but just as certainly, 
Christians can eliminate the curse through 
repentance and the application of the 
blood of Christ. As Derek Prince puts it: 
recognize, repent, renounce, and resist. 

• Satan is a legal expert, and he will use 
every nasty trick and technicality in the 
book to steal from us, kill, and destroy us!

 

Now, as highly individualistic Americans, we might see this 
*intergenerational curse as unfair,  
*but we must base our theology on what God has actually 
said in the Bible – not on our cultural belief in “individualism”. 
Right? The bottom line is 
*that the curse exists - God has said it in His Word at least 
twice, but just as certainly, Christians can eliminate the curse 
through repentance and the application of the blood of Christ. 
As Derek Prince puts it: recognize, repent, renounce, and 
resist. Unfortunately, because we are usually unaware of the 
occult things that our forebears may have participated in, satan 
can hinder us through this curse. As we have often said in this 
series,  
*satan is a legal expert, and he will use every nasty trick and 
technicality in the book to steal from us, kill, and destroy us, so 
we have to “cover all the bases” of possible hindrance, whether 
known or unknown, as we race to a bolder faith! 
 

Slide 
67 • Accusations by the Evil One

• Self-inflicted hindrances
• Intergenerational hindrances
• Deceptions

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

Now, let’s turn our attention to 
*the topic of Deceptions. 

Slide 
68 1. “Tradition-based” heresy. 

2. Word redefinition.
3. Translation bias.

 

As all of us know, Deception is a huge subject, and we could 
easily take four Sundays just to talk about this one section 
alone. However, we’ll only talk about three of satan’s most 
subtle deceptions here 
*1. “Tradition-based” heresy, 
*2. Cultural word redefinition, and 
*3. Bible translation bias. 
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Slide 
69 • Recall what the Pharisees and the teachers 

of the law were doing in Jesus’ day. 
• They were seriously trying to obey God… 
• Their zeal was guided more by hundreds of 

years of theological traditions than by the 
O.T. scriptures. 

• Mark 7:8 “You have let go of the commands 
of God and are holding on to the traditions 
of men." NIV.

• They did not have ears to hear!

 

What is the deception of “tradition-based” heresy? Perhaps the 
quickest way to describe it might be  
*to recall what the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were 
doing in Jesus’ day. Contrary to what we often think about 
these folks,  
*they were seriously trying to obey God - a lot more than 
many of us are - and they were trying to bring the Jewish 
people back into compliance with God’s laws so that the nation 
of Israel could be blessed. They were also trying to “guard the 
synagogue doors”, so to speak, against blasphemy and 
theological heresy, but unfortunately,  
*their zeal was guided more by hundreds of years of theological 
traditions than by the Old Testament scriptures.  
*Jesus said to them in Mark 7:8 “You have let go of the 
commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men." 
NIV. The sad truth was that for all their diligent efforts to obey 
God,  
*they did not have ears to hear what God was actually saying 
to them through Jesus, God’s Son. As we know, they ultimately 
mistook the work that Jesus was doing as being of the devil, 
and they crucified Jesus for blasphemy! Isn’t that ironic? They 
crucified God’s Son because they really thought that He was 
working for Satan! 
 

Slide 
70 • Most evangelical churches fully embrace 

the First and Second Great Awakenings in 
America (1730-1740, 1790-1840) and 
consider them to have been great revivals 
and outpourings of God’s Spirit!

• Strangely, most mainstream Christian 
churches at the time fought these “spiritual 
awakenings” tooth and nail – claiming them 
to be the work of Satan.

• Sound familiar? 

 

Could something like this also happen to the New Testament 
church? Well, here’s an example from our own country’s history 
that might give us a clue. As you may know,  
*most evangelical churches today fully embrace the First and 
Second Great Awakenings in America (1730-1740, 1790-
1840) and consider them to have been great revivals and 
outpourings of God’s Spirit. Now, if you have ever had the 
opportunity to study these events more closely, you have 
probably been surprised to discover that  
*Strangely, most mainstream Christian churches at the time 
fought these “spiritual awakenings” tooth and nail – claiming 
them to be the work of Satan.  
*Sound familiar? 
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Slide 
71 • Yes, we can fall into deception…by 

sometimes paying more attention to our 
traditions than to what the Holy Spirit may 
actually be doing around us!

• 1 Tim 4:1 “…the Spirit explicitly says that in 
later times some will fall away from the 
faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons…” NASU.

• “Doctrines of demons” may be encountered 
on either side of the theological road.

 

So, could this happen to us again? I would suggest that the 
answer, of course,  
*is “yes, we can fall into deception - in much the same way 
as the Pharisees and our American forbears did – by 
sometimes paying more attention to our traditions than to what 
the Holy Spirit may actually be doing around us!  
*Paul said in 1 Tim 4:1 “…the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to 
deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons…” NASU. Satan, of 
course, doesn’t care which side of the “doctrinal road” that he 
pushes us off of – as long as we are out of sync with the Holy 
Spirit,  
*so these “doctrines of demons” may be encountered on either 
side of the theological road. 

Slide 
72 • I am not suggesting that we ignore 

Christian tradition!
• On the contrary - there is much that we 

can learn from those who have gone 
before us. 

• I am only suggesting that we be extra 
cautious about it. 

• Like Israel, Satan has had many 
hundreds of years to introduce “traditions 
of men” into our doctrine as well! 

 

Please don’t misunderstand me,  
*I am not suggesting that we ignore Christian tradition.  
*On the contrary - there is much that we can learn from those 
who have gone before us.  
*I am only suggesting that we be extra cautious about it, and 
let’s never forget that  
*like Israel, satan has had many hundreds of years to introduce 
“traditions of men” into our doctrine as well! 

Slide 
73 • Defined as: considering any teaching that 

is “different” from our tradition to be 
heresy.

• We have to remind ourselves that the 
Holy Spirit often does things quite 
differently than we expect! 

• Let’s get on our faces before God and beg 
for ears that hear and eyes that see so 
that we can be in tune with the Holy 
Spirit’s work in these later days!

 

In conclusion, for us to defeat satan’s subtle deception that 
we’ve labeled “tradition-based” heresy  
*and defined as: considering any teaching that is “different” 
from our tradition to be heresy –  
*we have to regularly remind ourselves that the Holy Spirit 
often does things quite differently than we expect! So, then, 
to eliminate this hindrance in our race to a bolder faith,  
*let’s get on our faces before God and beg for ears that hear 
and eyes that see so that we can be completely in tune with 
the Holy Spirit’s work in these later days! 
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Slide 
74 1. “Tradition-based” heresy. 

2. Word redefinition.

 

A second very subtle deception of satan  
*is word redefinition. Satan has hugely influenced our modern 
western culture by changing the definition of the words that we 
have historically used to communicate, so that when we read 
these same words in the Bible we can easily misunderstand 
what God is actually telling us. 

Slide 
75 • God Is Love (1John 4:8), God is Truth (Jn

15:26). The true meaning of “love” cannot 
be separated from truth.

• Our culture has been deceived by satan to 
utterly reject the idea of truth. 

• Now, being “loving” just means to “affirm”.
• Every opinion and point of view is now 

equally valid – even if it is untrue!

 

For example, let’s talk about the word “love”. As we all know, 
the Bible tells us 
*that God Is Love (1John 4:8) and that God is Truth (Jn 15:26). 
Clearly, then, the meaning of the word “love” in the Bible cannot 
be separated from truth. 
*However, our culture has been deceived by satan to utterly 
reject the idea of truth. Our culture now tells us that truth is 
subjective - there’s your truth and my truth – no absolute truth, 
right?  
*So, now, being “loving” just means to “affirm” somebody’s 
point of view in every way – regardless of how “wrong” or 
untruthful their view might be. After all, if truth is relative, what 
right does anyone have to criticize somebody else’s truth?  
*As a result, every opinion and point of view is now equally 
valid – even if it is objectively untrue! 

Slide 
76 • 1 John 3:11b …we should love one another. 

• What would happen if a friend or family 
member were to say to you that they were 
planning to become “trans”? 

• If we were in any way to “affirm them” in 
this course of action, this would be bibically
unloving – not loving.

• Godly love is a “tough love” that is based on 
absolute truth and absolute good - in spite 
of what may happen. 

 

As Christians living in this culture, through no conscious fault of 
our own, we can easily fall prey to satan’s deception and 
become confused  
*about what 1 John 3:11 means when it says that we should 
love one another. For example,  

f a friend or family member *ask yourself what would happen i
were to say to you that they were planning to become “trans”? 
Would you think that being loving was to “affirm them” in this 
decision - as our culture tells us to do – and as many 
evangelicals unfortunately are actually doing today - or would 
you tell them the unvarnished biblical truth about this physically 
destructive, unnatural, and sinful decision? Now, obviously our 
wording might be quite different depending upon whether this 
person claimed to be Christian or not, but the fact is 
*if we were in any way to “affirm” this course of action, this 
would be biblically unloving – not loving. To share God’s 
love, and to love this person as God has told us to love in 
1John 3:11, it is absolutely essential for us to share God’s truth 
about such a plan - as graciously, winsomely, and 
diplomatically as we can. Unfortunately, it’s quite possible that 
the person might never speak to us again, but that’s just the 
way it is 
*Godly love is a “tough love” that is based on absolute truth and 
absolute good - in spite of what may happen. Remember, it’s 
not up to us to change someone’s heart, but it is up to us to tell 
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them God’s truth! Now I know that all this probably feels like 
fingernails being dragged across a chalk board, right? but I 
would suggest that this just reveals how much we’ve all been 
affected by satan’s word definition deception! 

Slide 
77 • We need to dispel Satan’s deception that 

“conflict” is always “unloving”.
• Jesus talked about “love” a lot, but when it 

came to the Scribes and Pharisees, He 
didn’t avoid conflict with them – in fact, He 
was rather brutal!

• Since Jesus taught us to “love our enemies”, 
how could He be so harsh with the 
Pharisees?”

• “Well, maybe they weren’t His enemies!” 

 

There are many other words that satan has redefined in our 
culture today – such as the words “enemy” and “legalism” that 
we have mentioned in previous segments of our course, but we 
only have time to discuss one more here - the word “conflict”. 
To cut to the chase 
*we need to dispel Satan’s deception that conflict is always 
unloving. As we all know,  
*Jesus talked about love a lot, but when it came to the scribes 
and Pharisees, He didn’t avoid conflict with them – in fact, He 
was rather brutal – right? For many years I was wondering 
about this harshness, so I finally asked Rev. Mansdorfer the 
following question back in the 90’s at a summer camp in NH: 
*“Since Jesus taught us to love our enemies, how could He be 
so harsh with the Pharisees?” Mansdorfer quickly replied; 
*“Well, maybe they weren’t His enemies!” I thought about that 
answer for quite a while – still do, in fact! 
 

Slide 
78 • Jesus loved the Pharisees too much to 

leave them uncorrected, and we need to do 
likewise with those we love – even if this 
causes some conflict. 

• We need to offer God’s truth as lovingly as 
we can when the Holy Spirit prompts us to 
do it.

• Just be sure that you are really hearing from 
the Holy Spirit!

 

Obviously, 
*Jesus loved the Pharisees too much to leave them 
uncorrected, and I suspect that we need to do likewise with 
those we love – even if this causes some conflict. We have to 
be as careful as possible, of course,  
*but we need to offer God’s truth as lovingly as we can when 
the Holy Spirit prompts us to do it – regardless of the outcome. 
Whatever you do 
*just be sure that you really are hearing from the Holy Spirit! 

Slide 
79 • It’s a rare exception when ANY Godly 

exhortation is humbly received. 
• Unfortunately, satan’s deceptions have such 

a grip on our culture – and on the church -
that everybody’s pride is on a razor’s edge.

• In spite of this, we can’t be afraid to share 
God’s truth.

• We just need to be as obedient and as 
loving as we can be, and then rely on the 
Holy Spirit to take care of the rest.

 

And let me put to rest the notion that somehow it’s “all your 
fault” when people are offended by God’s truth. Fact is,  
*it’s a rare exception today when ANY Godly exhortation of this 
type is humbly received – even for skilled pastors.  
*Unfortunately, satan’s deceptions have such a grip on our 
culture – and on the church - that everybody’s pride is on a 
razor’s edge, but 
*even in spite of this, we can’t be afraid to share God’s truth.  
*We just need to be as obedient and as loving as we can be, 
and then rely on the Holy Spirit to take care of the rest. 
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Slide 
80 1. “Tradition-based” heresy. 

2. Word redefinition
3. Translation bias.

 

Finally, the third subtle deception of satan that we will cover in 
this section 
*is Translation Bias. 

Slide 
81 

RSV: …when we were children, we were slaves 
to the elemental spirits of the universe.
NIV: …when we were children, we were in 
slavery under the basic principles of the world.
NASU: …while we were children, were held in 
bondage under the elemental things of the 
world.
ASV: …when we were children, were held in 
bondage under the rudiments of the world: 
SOME OTHER REFERENCES:  Colossians 2:8, 2:20

 

Now, as you may recall, back in Segment 1 when we were 
scouting the challenge of our race to a bolder faith, we took a 
quick look at an example of a possible translation bias against 
the supernatural – illustrated here by a wide range of translated 
meanings for Galatians 4:3. As we said back then, a knowledge 
of “elemental spirits” is not essential to our course, but I believe 
this verse helped make an important point – the same point that 
my professors at Gordon-Conwell used to make: even though 
our scripture translations are remarkably accurate, every Bible 
“translation” involves some amount of  “interpretation” on the 
part of the translator. Please also recall that I said back then 
that I am not setting myself up as some kind of translation 
expert, because I simply am not. Rather, I am just pointing out 
that those who are experts can at times disagree. OK? 
 

Slide 
82 • Translation of the Bible from Greek 

into Latin by St. Jerome in the fifth 
century.

• Luke 1:28 - Jerome chose a Latin 
word implying that Mary was “full of 
grace”…

• …a storehouse of merit that could be 
accessed through prayers to her. 

• “Hail Mary, full of grace…”

 

For those who might not be sure how potentially deceptive and 
impactful Bible translation bias can be, one has only to look 
back to  
*the translation of the Bible from Greek into Latin by St. Jerome 
in the fifth century. In his translation of  
*Luke 1:28, Jerome chose a Latin word implying that Mary was 
“full of grace”, and this choice of Latin word gave birth to the 
idea that Mary was  
*a “storehouse of merit” that could be accessed through 
prayers to her, 
*“Hail Mary, full of grace…” etc. Jerome’s translation also 
contributed to the idea that Mary was “sinless” - as well as 
some other doctrines that evangelicals reject. Anyone familiar 
with Catholic doctrine can see that “translation bias” can have a 
huge impact. Similarly, as I mentioned back in Segment 1, 
there are a number of scripture verses concerning spiritual 
warfare where translator bias has also led to far-reaching, 
unbiblical doctrines, and to those we now turn. 
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Slide 
83 • Mark 1:27 "What is this? What new doctrine is 

this? For with authority He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 

• The Jewish people had seen their prophets 
perform many of the same miracles that 
Jesus performed, but they had never seen 
such authority over the spirit world. 

• Upon close inspection, these gospel events 
have been translated into English in a biased 
way.

 

As we all know, when Jesus cast out evil spirits 2000 years ago 
the people said: 
*Mark 1:27 "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with 
authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
Him." As we have mentioned before in this series, prior to 
Jesus 
*the Jewish people had seen their prophets perform many of 
the same miracles that Jesus performed, but they had never 
seen such authority over the spirit world. Casting out demons 
like Jesus did was completely new. In light of the uniqueness of 
these New Testament deliverance events then, and the fact 
that Jesus clearly instructed His disciples of all generations to 
practice deliverance ministry,  
*it is very shocking to discover that upon close inspection these 
gospel events have been translated into English in a biased 
way. 
 

Slide 
84 • The King James Version (1611) 

using the English word 
“possessed”…and later Bible 
translations continued the practice. 

• At no time is the English word 
“possessed” an appropriate word to 
choose to translate the original 
Greek text into English because 
there is “no demonic ownership of 
the individual” being implied. 

 

It began with  
*the King James Version (1611) using the English word 
“possessed” when translating these passages, and later Bible 
translations simply continued the practice. 
*However, at no time is the English word “possessed” an 
appropriate word to choose to translate the original Greek 
text into English because there is absolutely “no demonic 
ownership of the individual” being implied in the text. 

Slide 
85 • Derek Prince (1915 – 2003).

• The three main [Bible/Greek] phrases:
1. To “have” an unclean spirit or a demon
2. To be “in” an unclean spirit or a demon
3. To be “demonized”.

 

Since I am not a Greek scholar, let’s quickly confirm this with 
someone who is – Dr. Derek Prince. 
Prince: The three main phrases used for a person who is in 
some way under the influence, or power, or control of a demon 
or an evil spirit, these are the following phrases. First of all, to 
“have” an unclean spirit or a demon. Secondly to be “in” an 
unclean spirit or a demon when I think modern English would 
speak about being under the influence of. Thirdly there is a 
Greek verb “to be demonized”. The Greek verb, if you are 
familiar with Greek, is diamonizemi and it means “I am 
demonized”.  It’s directly formed from the noun for demon. 
“Demon” in Greek - diamonion, to be demonized - 
diamonizomai. It is a verb formed out of a noun. Now in the 
King James version, the verb that I have spoken of 
“diamonizomai” is normally translated “to be possessed with 
devils.” Now this translation is a disaster. It has mislead more 
people than it will ever be possible to calculate because there is 
nothing in the original Greek, and I challenge any Greek 
scholar to say to the contrary, there is nothing in the original 
Greek to justify the use of the word “possessed”, and this is 
what has mislead millions of people. (DP6004 5:16). 
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Slide 
86 • ESV has eliminated some of the 

translation bias… using the words 
“oppressed by a demon”.

• Unfortunately, the word “possessed” 
has still been retained in some 
passages. Old traditions die hard!

• “So… how has this translation issue 
misled millions of people?” 

 

By the way, Derek Prince is not the only person who has 
identified this western translation bias. There are many others 
who say the same thing.  
*In fact, the ESV or English Standard Version that I believe you 
use here has actually eliminated some of this translation bias 
by using the words “oppressed by a demon” rather than 
“possessed”.  
*Unfortunately, however, the word “possessed” has still been 
retained in some passages. Old traditions die hard! In any 
event, some of you might be asking right now 
*“so… how has this translation issue misled millions of people?” 
Well, good question! Once again, I am glad you asked! 

Slide 
87 • Ask an evangelical pastor: “Can a Christian 

can have a demon inhabiting them?”
• Chances are, they will answer: “No! A 

Christian can’t have a demon in them 
because a Christian is possessed by 
Christ.”

• A logical argument…but one based on 
incorrect Bible translation.

• A master stroke of genius in spiritual 
warfare…?

 

If you were to  
*ask an evangelical pastor right now “Can a Christian can have 
a demon inhabiting them?”, what do you think he or she might 
say?  
*Chances are they will answer the question quickly and 
emphatically by saying “No! A Christian can’t have a demon in 
them because a Christian is possessed by Christ” – a logical 
argument…but one based on incorrect Bible translation - 
implying that a demon inside has “ownership” of the person. 
This is not what the Bible actually says. We’ll talk about the 
possibility of demon inhabitation of Christians in the next 
section, but for the moment, let’s just hypothetically consider 
the possibility that this translation error could be a deception of 
satan’s doing! If true,  
*this would be a master stroke of genius in spiritual warfare, 
wouldn’t it? Right now, satan could be hindering many of us in 
a completely covert way because the English Bibles we read 
appear to indicate that it is impossible for demons to be in us. 
Absolutely brilliant! 
 

Slide 
88 • Accusations by the Evil One

• Self-inflicted hindrances
• Intergenerational hindrances
• Deceptions
• Evil beings

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

Now, moving on to the last topic in our A.S.I.D.E. acronym,  
*let’s briefly talk about Evil Beings. 
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Slide 
89 • Many of the perpetrators of the heinous acts 

in our society bear a strong resemblance to 
someone described in Matt. 8, Mark 5, and 
Luke 8. 

• Have an infatuation with death, nakedness, 
and the occult. They often hear voices. They 
are usually loners who dwell in the dark. 
They are violent, angry, and sometimes 
physically quite strong. They cut themselves 
and are obsessed with blood.

 

Perhaps you may have noticed this as well, but after doing 
some research on the tragic mass shootings in this country 
over the last several decades (Columbine, etc.) I have found 
that  
*many of the perpetrators of the heinous acts in our society 
bear a strong resemblance to someone described in 
Matthew 8, Mark 5, and Luke 8. Here are a few of the 
common traits - perhaps you can guess who I am talking about. 
Mass shooters  
*typically have an infatuation with death, nakedness, and the 
occult. They often hear voices within them. They are usually 
loners who dwell in the dark. They are violent, angry, and 
sometimes physically quite strong. They cut themselves and 
are obsessed with blood. Does any biblical character now come 
to mind here? 

Slide 
90 • We Christians think so rarely about demons 

today that it’s almost automatic to attribute 
these heinous killing sprees entirely to 
mental illness. 

• I’ll be the first to suggest that some mental 
illness may be involved…

• …but I would also suggest that demons are 
playing a far bigger role in these shootings 
than most of us are acknowledging – or 
praying against!

 

Unfortunately,  
*we Christians think so rarely about demons today that it’s 
almost automatic to attribute these heinous killing sprees 
entirely to mental illness.  
*Hey, I’ll be the first to suggest that some mental illness may be 
involved, 
*but I would also suggest that demons are playing a far 
bigger role in these shootings than most of us are 
acknowledging – or praying against! 

Slide 
91 • Possibly it’s because our modern world has 

become just as pagan and ungodly as it was 
during the time of Jesus and the early 
church.

• The first century culture worshipped the 
occult…and today we are basically doing 
the same thing!

• What does this mean for the contemporary 
church? Let’s look at the early church! 

 

So, why does demonic activity appear to be increasing in our 
culture?  
*Well, possibly it’s because our modern world has become just 
as pagan and ungodly as it was during the time of Jesus and 
the early church.  
*The first century culture worshipped the occult …and today 
we are basically doing the same thing! 
*so, what does this mean for the contemporary church? Well, 
let’s look to the early church to find out. 
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Slide 
92 • Yale Professor Ramsay MacMullen -

Christianizing the Roman Empire A.D. 100-
400 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1984), p27-28,112

• “Jesus’ authority over the fiercest 
infestations of satanic power, making them 
do whatever he wished by a mere word of 
command, he passed on to his disciples, 
with instructions to use it. They did. 
Exorcists by title became early established 
in the churches…”

 

Amazingly, when we look back at the early church, historians 
tell us that deliverance from evil spirits was the primary factor in 
the the explosive growth of Christianity! 
*Yale professor and acclaimed historian Ramsay MacMullen  
*in his book entitled Christianizing the Roman Empire A.D. 
100-400 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984), p27-28, 
112 says: 
*Jesus’ authority over the fiercest infestations of satanic power, 
making them do whatever he wished by a mere word of 
command, he passed on to his disciples, with instructions to 
use it. They did. Exorcists by title became early established in 
the churches…” 

Slide 
93 • “The manhandling of demons - humiliating 

them, making them howl, beg for mercy, tell 
their secrets, and depart in a hurry - served 
a purpose quite essential to the Christian 
definition of monotheism: it made physically 
(or dramatically) visible the superiority of the 
Christian’s patron Power over all the others. 
One and only one was God. The rest were 
demons…”

 

MacMullen continues: 
“The manhandling of demons - humiliating them, making them 
howl, beg for mercy, tell their secrets, and depart in a hurry - 
served a purpose quite essential to the Christian definition of 
monotheism: it made physically (or dramatically) visible the 
superiority of the Christian’s patron Power over all the others. 
One and only one was God. The rest were demons…” 

Slide 
94 • “This…sums up and sharply delineates a 

great deal that has been discussed in the 
preceding pages: emphasis on miraculous 
demonstration, head-on challenge of non-
Christians to a test of power, head-on 
confrontation with supernatural beings 
inferior to God, and contemptuous dismissal 
of merely rational…paths toward true 
knowledge of the divine.” 

• The casting out of demons was the primary 
factor of early church growth!

 

“This…sums up and sharply delineates a great deal that has 
been discussed in the preceding pages: emphasis on 
miraculous demonstration, head-on challenge of non-Christians 
to a test of power, head-on confrontation with supernatural 
beings inferior to God, and contemptuous dismissal of merely 
rational…paths toward true knowledge of the divine.” 
MacMullen’s well-documented book highlights a number of 
factors contributing to the amazing spread of Christianity, but 
he believes that 
*the casting out of demons was the primary factor of early 
church growth! Didn’t expect to hear that from a Yale professor, 
did you? If he is correct, then our hope for a large-scale 
revival in the future may depend upon a reclaimed 
understanding of deliverance ministry by the 
contemporary church! 
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Slide 
95 • The early church made it a regular practice 

with new converts to pray for “deliverance 
from evil spirits” before they were allowed to 
join the church.

• It may be a practice that we need to return to!
• It is important for Christians to become 

knowledgeable about this dimension of 
spiritual warfare and be prepared for it, 
because there may be a lot more demonic 
activity up ahead.

 

By the way, it is also interesting to note that  

*the early church made it a regular practice with new converts 
to pray for “deliverance from evil spirits” before they were 
allowed to join the church and take their first communion. In 
spite of how this practice might appear to contemporary church 
attenders, I would suggest 

*that it may be a practice that we need to return to. In any case, 
I think we can agree that  

*it is important for Christians to become knowledgeable about 
this dimension of spiritual warfare and be prepared for it, 
because there may be a lot more demonic activity up ahead. 
Most important, we cannot allow ourselves to be afraid of it. 
God has given us the authority in Jesus and the power of the 
Holy Spirit to properly do battle. 

Slide 
96 • Mark 7:27 "First let the children eat all they 

want," he told her, "for it is not right to take 
the children's bread and toss it to their 
dogs.“ NIV (also, Matt 15:26)

• Jesus seems to be making it clear here -
first and foremost - that deliverance from 
demons is for the children of God.

• Kingdom bread – “tomorrow’s” bread?

 

Finally, let’s return to the question that we posed earlier: “Can 
evil beings - demons - inhabit Christians?” Since we have 
several missionaries in this group, I suspect that at least one of 
you may have seen an instance where a Christian had to be 
delivered of a demon. Anyone? Well, for a biblical reference to 
this question, let’s recall what Jesus told the Syro-Phoenician 
woman when she asked Jesus to cast a demon out of her 
daughter. 

*He said “Mark 7:27 "First let the children eat all they want," he 
told her, "for it is not right to take the children's bread and toss it 
to their dogs." NIV. (also Matt 15:26).  

*Jesus seems to be making it clear here - first and foremost – 
that deliverance from demons is for the children of God! As 
children of God, then, Christians are also entitled to this very 
same bread – what I have suggested is  

*Kingdom bread – tomorrow’s bread - the bread that Jesus may 
be telling us to ask for in the Lord’s Prayer. Now, I fully 
appreciate that there are other perspectives on the topic of 
Christian demonization, so I will simply conclude this section by 
sharing the words of one theologian who you all may know well. 
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Slide 
97 • “The truth of the matter is that the 

Scriptures nowhere plainly state that a 
true believer cannot be invaded by 
Satan or his demons…

• …the sincere truth seeker must be 
prepared to revamp his interpretation to 
bring it into conformity with facts as they 
are.”

• Unger, Merrill F., What Demons Can Do To Saints
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1977-1991), p69.

 

Most of us probably have a book or commentary somewhere 
on shelf written by Dr. Merrill Unger (1909-1980). He of course 
was a well known and highly regarded Bible commentator, 
scholar, and theologian. For most of his life, Dr. Unger 
staunchly opposed the possibility that Christians could be 
demon inhabited - and he said so repeatedly in the many books 
that he published.  

*After some time on the mission field, and about three years 
before he died, Unger completely reversed himself on this 
emotionally-charged issue saying: 

*“The truth of the matter is that the Scriptures nowhere plainly 
state that a true believer cannot be invaded by Satan or his 
demons… 

*…the sincere truth seeker must be prepared to revamp his 
interpretation to bring it into conformity with facts as they are.”  
Perhaps it is unnecessary to mention that it is a rare 
occurrence to have such a well-known theologian publicly 
change his mind on such a highly-charged issue! If you are 
interested in reading this personally, here are the details: 

*Unger, Merrill F., What Demons Can Do To Saints (Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1977-1991), pg 69. 

Slide 
98 • Appleby, David. It’s Only A Demon: A 

Model of Christian Deliverance. 
Winnona Lake: BMH Books, 2009.

• MacNutt, Francis. Deliverance from Evil 
Spirits: A Practical Manual. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1995, 2009.

• Prince, Derek. They Shall Expel 
Demons. Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen 
Books, 1998.

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

Although there are a number of excellent books that I could 
suggest on this topic, my three favorites are the following books 
listed alphabetically by author: 

Appleby, David. It’s Only A Demon: A Model of Christian 
Deliverance. Winnona Lake: BMH Books, 2009. 

MacNutt, Francis. Deliverance from Evil Spirits: A Practical 
Manual. Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1995, 2009. 

Prince, Derek. They Shall Expel Demons. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Chosen Books, 1998. 

Please note that there is an excellent PDF article on this 
subject entitled Setting the Captives Free by Jeffrey J. Niehaus, 
a Gordon-Conwell Professor,  and also a link to a radio 
program series on this topic by Derek Prince all located on the 
CCCC page of the kingdomtopics.org website. 
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Slide 
99 • Accusations by the Evil One

• Self-inflicted hindrances
• Intergenerational hindrances
• Deceptions
• Evil beings

www.kingdomtopics.org/cccc

 

Well, that’s it for Segment 3 entitled Laying A.S.I.D.E. Every 
Weight helping us to eliminate some major hindrances in our 
race to a bolder faith: 

*Accusations by the Evil One 

*Self-inflicted hindrances 

*Intergenerational hindrances 

*Deceptions, and 

*Evil beings 

 

Slide 
100 

Segment 4 of 5

eric@kingdomtopics.org
www.kingdomtopics.org

Heb 12:1b …let us 
run with endurance 
the race that is set 
before us

 

For the next 2 weeks, we will be looking at Segment 4 entitled 
“Running a Good R.A.C.E. Together”  where we will explore 
some ways to help us work as a team within the body of Christ 
to put all the pieces of our bolder faith together. 

Let’s pray to close. 

 

 

 


